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WELL, IT'S LIKE THIS, SEB&?

I had orlginally planned to bring this
issue to the FPhiladelphia Non-Con on Labor
Day weekend, together with a huge fistful of
¢lgars to hand out in celebration of the
birth of our child. But last Monday, after
a weck of imminent cxpoctation of sald birth,
the obstetrician informed Ferdlta th.t thereo'd
beon & mistake in somcbody's arithmetle, and
that our helr and assign won't show up for at
lcast a weok.

This, incidentally, is why further illus-
trations can't be cxpected for a whilo. Por-
dito's tcnant ralsces a fuss at being so crampod
wheonover she loans over a drawlng boarde So
I'm afrald wo'll have to get along for a whilc
wilthout dragons in KNOWABIE or gorillas in
POINTING VECTORe

We'll kcep fandom postcd on futurc dovelop-
monts; subscribe to Focal Point or RotatBskr for
dctalls,.

And lot's try to makce this a world that the
young 'un won't rcgrot cvontually coming out into.

~ John Boardman
592 16th Strcct
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11218
U. S. A.

NEW YORK is the ccnter of
the world of sclcncec-fiction.
On Labor Day wcckcend of 1967
we hope to sce you all hero at

. .N¥Con III. Votoc for a

JOURNEY TQ_THE-CENTER_QOF THE -WORID.




PRUZINES TO EXCHANGE

My wife and I have recently consolidatel and shelved cur prozine col-
lections, and have several duplicates which we wish to trade to fill gaps
in the collection. OCn the left are listed the prozines which we wish to
trade, crn a one-for-one hasis, for the prozines iListed on the right., If
rou have, for trade or sale, issues of aatounding or Upkncwn™of earllier g
ca*a, make us an offer. iirite to: John and Perdwta Boardman, 592 leth
Street, Brookiyn, N. Y. 11218, : S s ]

WE'LL TRADE WE NEED
A number in parenthesss indicates that =~ ASTOUNDING UNKNOVN
nore tlian one cf these issu =5 is avail- Fel.,-May '44 Everything exce pt
ableb Aug, 45 Jun. '40, Oct. '41,
- One copy lacks a front ccvera, Oct- 45 Jun, '42, & Aug. '42,
# ~ One copy lacks a back cover, Jan, '46 we'll trade 2-for-1
& — One copy lacks hoth covers, Decs 146 for these if we have
% - One copy ls otherwise defec*ive, to,
ASTOUNDIWG AMAZING , F & SF DEYCND
Jul., 47 (2)*& Aug, '63 Ocs. 153 Nov. '53
Mar. '48 Feb ., '54 Jan, '54
Jul., '43 AVON FANTASY READER Jun. 'é" Mar. '54
Jan., '49 s #13 - Mar. '61 May '54
Fabh. '49 (3)# #1a Apr. '61 Jvl, '54
Mar, '40# #15 ' #9
Apr. '49 (2)& ‘ GALAXY TMACINATION
Jun, '42 & FANTASTIC Jul. '52 Jan., 52
sul, '49 Summer "2 A1) 53 exe- Dec. '52 end all
hug. 149 (2)* Oct, '62 cept Apra subsequent 1ssues,
Ceto '49 R Jan. ‘54
Nov. 149 (2! FANTASTIC STCRY Mer. 54 TGAGINATIVE TALES
Dez. 149 (2) Spring 51 Apr. 54 Everything except
Jan., '52°(2) Ser. '54 Mar, '55 & Jan, '56.
Feh, 150 “ct, 154
Mar, '50 F & SF Nov, 54 OTHER WORLDS
Apr. '50 (2) Cet. '51 Dec, '54 Jan, '51.
May 50 (2) Jn., 52 Jan. thru All '53 & later.
Jun, 'S0 (2) : llay 185
Jul, '50 (2) GATAXY Nove. °55 WORLDS LEYOND
Aug. '50 {2) 17 R . Dez. 85 Jan. '51
Sep, ‘50 (3) Jap. ‘3L Fe. . 5%
Ceto '50 (2) Fer, 'H1 Apr.. 157
Nov. '50 (2) Mar. 51
Ler. '50 Apr. 151 W5 L ALSD TRADE- ..
Jan, '51 {(2) May °51 3zabvip~” from previous cclumn)
reb. '51 st ‘OL1
Mar, '51 il GATAXY NCVIL #1 (Russell, Sinister Eerrie
Lpr., '51 Aug, '51 T
May '51 Sep. 151 L CTHER WORLDS
Jun. 51 Dec. 751 Jan. 55 % Apr. '52
Jhelles 1 TSI Jan. '52 (2) Jul, '52
Sep. '51 Feb, '52 IMAGTNATICN
Jaz. 52 (2) Feb. 61 Mar. '©2 STARTLING
Fer, '62 Aug, ‘G4 Jul. 52 ; Jun, '52
May '52

FRCM UNIGISWN WNRLDE ! front c-ver nearly -off) for 2 prozines.
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KNOWABLE 1s a sclencc-fiction and fantasy fanzinc published ot irrogular in-
tervals by John and Purdita Boardman, 592 16th Strect, Brooklyn, New York 1121R,
It is avallablc for trade, lottcr of corment, contribution, subscriptica (25¢
per issue, or 5 issues for $1.00). Tho rcason why you arc getting

this 1issuc of KNOUABLE is chccked on pago 32. This 1s
KNOVABLE #9 1is unexpectcdly latc, following #8 by ten nonths

czd 118 OPERATION AGITATION publication numberse The wages of 0 At

sloth arc a long lotter colunn, and this one takes up over one P  Great

+ third of the lssuc. Highlight 1s a continuation of the discus- E Iotcrvals

slon betwcen George Cowgill and Valter Brecon on anthropology, R This

with corments by Roy Tackett, iArthur George Snith, and Nate Puck- A Appears

lin, The nerits of the 1967 New York worldCon bid and the pro- TSl

posal to boycott prozincs selling for nore than 50¢ also cono I Inflero

under discussion. 0 Optic
With KNOABLE #8 was distributed a petition whoso signcrs N Necrves

obligatod themsclves to pay no niore than 50¢ for a now prozino

published nmonthly or bimonthly. Sixty-eight fans so pledgede # 228

Space does not permit listing all their names in this 1ssue, but

anong the slgners are:

Ken Beale Dan Goodnan Bill & Enld Osten Al Schuster

John Boardnan
Walter Brocn

Dwaln Kalser
Harrioct Kolchak

Mark Owlngs
Andrew Porter

John B. Speer
Mike Vigglano

Rich Brown Frod Lerner Bob rodriguez Jon Vhite
Belle Diotz Mike MeInornoy Hans Stofan Janes Wrlght
Santaesson

& canparlson of curront prozlncs with thoso of thc '40's and carly '50%'s, which
I havo recontly becn rcviewing in DAGON (sce pe 18) shoms.that fans aro paying
nore ond norc for loss and less. In thosc days, many nos had soveoral scilonce
fact featuros per issue, long letter colurms, and even ranzino roviewse As pro-
zlnc prieces continue to rise, paperback boocks will cut into the s~f narket nore
and nore, FPaperbacks, of coursc, do no* provide cven the small anount of
non~-flction featurcs found in todayts prozinocs,.

This campalgn against ever-higher prozine prices will probably have little
effect; 1f Analog is any example, prozine editors are notoriously immune to cri-
ticlsm from fandom. But the gratifying response to the petition indicates that
a slzable number of fans are thoroughly fed up wlith higher prices for a poorer




product. We offer no solutlons - the right to criticlze an omlette 1s not limi-
ted to hens - but simply express an objection to this price risc as a last strew.

The furor in fandom over Walter Breent's exclusion from the 1964 WorldCon
in Oaskland has: in large part died down, with inconclusivc rcsults. On tho onc
hand, Bill Doneho and the WorldCon Committoc made thc Eicluslon Act stick, to
such an oxtent that Breen's fanac has notlccably diminishcde (Cortainly Brcen
cannot be blemed for rcducing hils fanac, considering thc smcar campalgn to which
hc was subjccted by Donaho and his alllos.) Put, on tho other hand, Donaho has
been pretty thoroughly rcpudlated by fandoms. His attempt to blackball Breen from
FAPA wes defeated by a petition of 41 of FAPA's 65 members, who voted Breon into
membership over the objcctions of 14 would-be blackballers. (Ah for the days
when the only blackballs in fandom bclonged to Carl Joshua Brandon!) Donaho ran
for TAFF on a platform which mado oblique referencc to his role in the Exclusion
Act, and sas rcsoundingly defoated, rcceclving less than 22% of the total votc and
comlng in.-a poor third in a 3-man Tacc.

In o swmary in PTILYCOCK #17, I notcd, "Plainly thc procedent hoped for by
Donaho has not becn cstablished. Equally plainly, Donaho is ineczpablc of sccing
that he has wronged tho Breemns, or in any way owes them an apology. And that, I
gucss, will have to be that." This scems to be thc goneral conscnsus of fandam.
But sincc thon, John Be. Spoer has come out with a long anti~Breen blast called the
"Breenigan”, purportedly & rovicw after one year of the cntlre controversy but
actually a broad-guauge and imaccuratc attack on Brecn and the Anti-Exclusion-
ist majority of fandom. It is my personal hope that Specerts thoughtloss rovival
“of the Exclusion Act argument doos not bring about another ycar of argument, but
. 1% well may unless he rcetracts cortaln mis-statcments of fact about the pesltlons
taken by mysclf and. other Anti—Exclusionists,

Since tho Exclusion Act's most outspckon purtisans arc in tho Cult, most of
ny contributions to tho discussion have appearcd in my Cultzinc, PILLYCOCK. Any
fan wishing furthor information should scnd 14¢ postago for PILLYCOCKs #9, #13,
#17, and #.8. The first-nancd of thoso is the only publicetlon which contilns caa-~
ments from both sldes concerning the issucs over which the Exclusion Act was
fought., PILLYCOCK #13 contains a statcment by Gretchen Schwonn about the fanous
row at thc WorldCon, #17 has ny surming up, and #18 o trenchant cormont on the
wholo ress by E. E. Evers.

(While we'rc on tho topic, back issucs of KNOWABLE #8 arc still availablee.
Sce ppe. 17-18 for informatlon about other OPERATION AGITATION back issucs.)

Onc of the most intercsting devclopments in fandom in the past year has
becen the woekly amateur prees assoclation. It bogan with a weckly distribution
of two~ and four-pagc fanzincs at Fanoclast/FNSTFA ncctings (APA-F) and spread to
Los angclos (APA-L)., Now, Fred Patten ond Tom Gilbert have compilcd an anthology,
Thce Best from APA-L. This oxcellent and coplously illustrated 124-~page collcction
1s $1.00 frcn Patten at 2325 Greenficld, Los Angolos, California 90025.

It had been my intcntion to bring out two lssucs of KNOVARLE carlicr this
year, including thc ballot for the Eleven-Foot Poll in onc of thom, and zlving
the results in the othcr. Instead, the delay in publication of KNOWABILIE thls ycar
forced ne ‘to rely on other rfeans for gilving tho poll bullots an aCsquate distribu-~
tion., It rust have worked; as rmany pecople responded thls yecar as last year, when
the ballots werc distributed with KNOUABLE #7.

. SCIENCE MADE TOO R.iSY, which was scrialized in KNOWABLEs #1-6, has bcen
printed as a scparate publication. Thils spoof of the sclenccs 1s still available
@ 15¢.

With KNOWABLE #10, all chapters of "The Story" prescntly in uand will have
been published. Anyone wishing to carry "The Story" beyond Chapter XXII should
voluntecer now. You will rccelve a precis of Chaptors XX-XXII on which to basc
yeur continuation of "The Story™. Such voluntcers will be accopted in the order
that thcy applye.

New York City Tolkion fans will moct at 8 BM, Saturday 11 Scptember 1965,
at the homc of Dick Plotz, 159 Marlborough Road, Brooklyn. RSVP, Dick asks, 1if
you plan to attond. '
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THE MEANING OF WEIGHTLESSNESS
by John Boardman

Man's ‘rocabulary, likc cverything clsc about him, devolepod om the surfaoeo
nf tho Earth. Now that hc is tontatively moving into spacc, hc is bogimning teo find
that words and conccpts which sccmod perfoctly cloar on the ground becomo obseure
when applicd to his dceds and hopcs in spacce Among the conocpts which arc giving
the most trouble arc thce idoas of woight and gravity. For oxamplo, writing in tho
New York Times of 23 March 1965, Waltor Sullivan statcs "of <1l thc poculiaritics
of tho spaco onviromment, nono is mor¢ allcn to 1ife than the ncutralization of
gravity". This is pulpable aonscmsc; you "ncutraldze" gruvity overy timc you sup~
port yoursclf against it, or whcncver olsc the forco of gravity is countecractod by
some othur forec so thut you ar. not fallings That is apparontly mount is that tho
body cxpcrionces no straln in supporting itsclf against the downward grovitational
forea. Such a statc of affalrs 1s far from "ullcn". It has been oxpericuncck by
anyonc who over floated in a pool, or foll out of a trecc.

In thc physics of Nowton, "wmclght™ was onc of soveral forcos which might bo
oxcrtcd on a body. As édstinguished from othor forees, "welght™ is the foreo axore
tcd on a body by the qravitational attructions of other bodlecss Nowton was ablo s
cxplain the motlon of the logendary falling applo, as well as the motions of tho
plonots, on tho assumption that overy body oxcrts on overy other body an attrastivo
gravitational forco. This gruvitational forec variocs dircetly with the mass of
cdthér body, and inverscly with thc squarc of tho dlstanec beotwecon thosc bodios,
and 1s thercforo charactcrizod as an "lnverse-squarc" forcoce

To an objcct on the surfacc of thc Earth, the grovitational attraction of |
the Earth is far grecater than that of any othcer body in the unlversoc. If a woman
says that hor wolght is 120 pounds, and thorc sccms to bo no rcason to disbollovo
her, then this moons that tho gravitational attraction botwoen her and tho Earth
1s 120 pounds,

"Wolcht", thon, 1s in Nowtonlan physies a forco. Force was further defincd
by Ernst Mach, who in thc lato 19th ccntury clarifiecd Newton's lows of mechanles,
as somcthing which will accclerate a mwss — that 1s, a forco 1s any influonec which
willl causc the veloeity of a hody to be changed in magnltude or dircction, or both.
This providos an casy way of checking to scc whother there is a foreo on a glven
body* if i1t 1s being accolerated, thon a forco 1s heing cxcrted on 1t, but if 1t
moves with a constant vcloelty, thon the nct forco on 1t is zmoro.

“ The ncext stop would be to mcasurc the vcloclty of thils suspect body to sco
whother it 1s constant. And to do this you would first have to know something
about tho motion of your own obscrvation post. If you arc driving in a ear, and
noticc that a car in thc next lanc is not moving with rospoct to you, you can con-
cludo olthor that tho scecond ear is at rcst (and thme has no Bed force excrted on
1t) or that hoth your car and the other arc being sceslorated at the same rate (so
that you and the other driver are driving undor the influcnce of cqual forces).

To do this, you would comparc tho motion of both cars with the positions of
trecs, signposts, or anything clse known to he flxed with rcspcet to tho Zarthe
From this information you could determine whothor you are belng accolarated along
thc road, and thorefore whethor a foreco is being oxerted on cithor car. In scicn-
tiflc torminolopy, you have plcked tho surface of the Burth as an unaccclorated
frame of rofcrenco, and are mecasuring tho accolerations of other bodios with ros—
pect to this framo of rofcronec, If onc of thesc bedics has a non-zcro accelera—
tion, you can concludc that a nct foreo is being cxorted on 1t.

Wolght, which 1s dirccted vertically downward, 1s onc of the forcos with
which every form of terrcstrial lifc hes had to contond. Land animals have
cvolved bony and muscular structurcs to hold themselves up from the ground agalnst
this forcc. Sca animals arc supported against the forec of gravity by tho bouyancy
of tho mcdium in whieh they live, move, and havo thelr belng. The bouyant forec of
alr is negligiblo for anything larger than o gnat, so flylng animals have devolopod
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the ability to use acrodynamic forees to maintain altitude. (Thorc is an uppor

1imit to the abillty of a bloleglcal systcm to provide 1tsclf wlth cncugh
cncray to fly, so that thirty pounds 1s about the greatest practical welgzht for

a flying bird.) \ , )
A man stonding on the ground is unaccelerated with respeet to tho Earth be-

“causc the ground supports him with a forec cguaol in magnltude and opponlto 1in

direcetion to his welght. A man floating in water 1s likcwlse unacceleratod, be-
causc hcre thc bouyant forco of thc watcr supports him, You aro probably famil-
lar with thc story of how Archimcdes, ono of thc first sclentists to get a gov—

crmment research grant, found this out while taking a bath.

But, sinee the bather misscs the forcc of support to which hc 1s accustomed
on dry land, hec considers himsclf to bc "wclghtless"., Actually, hc has tho sane
welght as he did beforc taking thce plunge, but now, instcad of being supported
by a rclativoly rigld surfacc bencath him, he 1s supported from all dlrcctions by

a fluid In which he 1s immerscd. .
' Wo do not have any organ with which we can detcet the prosoncc or abscnee of

a gravitational foree; we cin only doteet thosc forsos which support us agelnst

the gravitatlional foreco on us., A man floating 1n water, no loqgcr dotcets the fam-
il4ar forco of support boncath hiri, but instead 1s surrounded by a supporting
fluid., Tkue ho right imagine himself to have "lost" his weight, but actually all
he has dono 1s to cxchango onc form of support for anothcr. :

But, 1f welght 1s thc only forcc acting on a body, it will producc un wccecle-
ration, This 1s thc case with a falling body, which will continuc to accclcerato
dovnward until it hits bottors This condition 1s called "frcec fall", a namo which
1s sonctimos inaccuratcly uscd in spacc tecrmlnology as a synonyn for "wedghtloss-
ncsst e '

If a man in a fixed framc of rcfcrence om the round obscrvos the cablo of
an clovator %o snap, he will concludec that the welght of the clovator, which is
now thc only fcrec acting on 1lt, l1s causing the dewnward acceleration. But, for
any unfortunatc trappecc wlithin the clevator, all forces on hin will appecar to
have vanlshecd. His framec of rcfercnco, the inside of the clevator, will appoar
to hin to be at rest. Thdre are no forces accelerating him with respoct to his
franc of referernce, o1 holding him down to tho floor, so hc can float frecoly
around within the olevator for the fow sceonds of 1ife rcmaining to him.

Thia 1s not to say that he is "wcightless", He 1s unacccloratod with rcspoet
to tho alovator, but only beeausc he and tho clovator together are (as the obscr-
ver on the ground will t¢ll you) being azccolorated downward at the saric ratce

The man in an orbiting spacc capsulc is also in free fall. Liko ocut lato
fricnd In the clevator, he is subject to no forec but the fravitational attrac-
tlon of the Farth. &Also likc hin, hc is fulling insido a closed containcr which
falls at thc samo accoleration as he has. The differcnca between the clevator
casualty and the space celebrity 1s that ks formoer hit the Earth as he fell,
whilc the latter will- just continuc to mowe in a ncarly circular path around the
Earth 1f his country's rockct cxperts have donc their job PTORCriye

But he 1sn't"welghtless" either. Thero 1s still a gravitational forco on
hin, ncarly as large as his welght before tekc-off. A4 16C-pound astronaut in or-
blt 150 miles above the Barth's surfacc is attractcd to.ards the FEarth with a foree
of 148 pounds - or, in short, hc woiphs 148 pounds. Ho is freely falling undor tho
accoloration duc to this foroco - not towards the Earth, but arcund it., His path 1s
called an "orbit", but thc path of a man falling in an clevator could slso be
called an "orbit",

The astronaut will be able to float frecly around in his capsulc, just as’ the
man in the falling clovator could float frcoly around. Ho 1sn't welghtless; ho is
sinply accclerating at the sanc rato as his surroundings. Before space travel got
off the drawing boards, samc pooplc spcculated that this froc fall would pose a
strong psychologlcal hazard to the astronaut. We hunman beings, the arpument went;
have. a strong fcar of falling, which dates back to the aays of our trece-dwolling
anccsters, An astronaut ia frec fall would fcocl, cvery sccond, that ho 1s falling
and will soon hit somothing with a terriblc crashe
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Fortunatcly, though spaco travel roquircs a ncw psychological oriontationy
1t 1sn't quitc as bad as thls. The physiological cffects of falling include
the rush of alr past thec skin, thc sight of oncsclf flying downward past fixed
objocts, and thc abscnec of any support. This producos, in turn, varlous psy-
chological affccts. But, sinee tho body 1s 1ncapablc of dcteceting the sravi-
tational ficld 1tsclf, an astronaut floating frecly within a spacc capsulc will
not miss tho lack of support. Tho cxpericncces of soveral astronauts indicato
that this hazard 1s not a major factor in thc jeychologlcal offoets of froc falle

Cloarly, phyclcists and physiologists arc talking about diffcrent things
when they say “"wolght"” or "welghtlossncss", For a physlcist, "welght" 1s a
forece of gravitational attractlon, and truc welghtlessnoss can cxlst only at a
vory large distancc from all nasscs. For a physiclogist, "wcight" is a foroe
which strains an organism In a dircetion which, for thc sake of convenlenco, 1s
called "down". Even 1f 1t 1s countcractcd by another forcc which kceps thc or-—
gonlsn at rest, these straims oxist in the ccllse Dut if the organlsm 1s in
frece fall, the strains do not cxist; nor do they cxist 1f a fluld 1s supporting
the ercaturces This, incidentally, is why sca cnimals can crcw to ruch groator
slzcs than land aninals,

But the feeling of "wclghtlessness" in tho physlologlcal scmsc 1s not true
welphtlcssnnsse This loosc usago has led to scveral crronccus conclusions by tho
geocral publle, and sonc of then, such as the nisapprohonslon about tho psychology
of nen in froc fall, have fourd tholr way into tho sclontific litoraturce.

Physilologlcally, susponsion in a fluld is not too difforont from freco fall in
a spacc capsulo, In olther casc, thc subjcct of thce cxperimont 1s not acccloratod
wlth respeet to hils surroundings, and can float frcoly. Sovoral cxperinents havo
been conducted under thesc conditlons; perhaps the nost noteworthy had as 1ts sub-
Jeet Capt. Duanc E. Gravelinc (USAF), onc of thc ncw sciontlst-astronsutse COapte
Graveline was floatoed in a tank of water for onc weck, cxcopt for onc hour cach
night. At thc ond of the wock he had trcublc re-adapting to normal support, and
suffered physical and nontal disorientatlona

3cne subjects of this cxperincent have rcported unofflclally that onc sidoe
offcet of sinulatod "wclghtlessnoss™ has bcon a great incrcaso of soxual fecling.

If this should in fact provec to bo a concomltant of spaco travel, a numbor of prob-
lcns previously troated hunmorously in the pages of tho Realist will have to bo
facod scriously as morc and nore pcople go into space.

Tho boncs: and musclos of tho human body arc uscd to the straln which is ir—-
poscd on them by the Earth's gravitational forcec undor nmost conditions, Under the
i1nflucnce of what a physiologist (though nct a physicist) would call "wolshtloss—
noss"; the human physlcul structure might decterioratc over long periods through lack
of the cxcrelsc involved in sinply maintalining the body upright. Either a rigorous
progran of celisthenlcs wlll havo to be prescribod for long sper.: voyagos, or clsc
the space ship will have to bc spun so that a pscudo-gravity will be inposed on the
spaccnen as' the contrifugal effect forces thon ocutward fraa the axis of rotation.

Muoh further work 1s necessary on the effects of frec fall, or of any accolco—
ration othor than that of our famlllar gravitational fleld at tho Earth's surfacc,
upon living preanisms. The Geradnd! spacceraft. launched i1a March 1965 carriocd with 1t
fortllizcd sca-urchin embryos, so that thc effect of free fall on the rapidly divi-
ding cells could bo studlcd. It also had a cargo of human whitc blood ccllsa

The only way to attuln truc wolphtlgssnoss would be to go so fur from all other
bodles that tholr gravitational attraction would be negliglblc. A spacceship as iso-
latod as this would experience no acceleration wlth rospecet to thosc distant bodies,
and 1ts occupants would motibse in "frce fall". Howover, they would float around in-
side thelr shilp, Just as thelr contenporary predcinsssars do in the orbital f£lights
of the present day. Even at the increasing pace of space research, it will be nany
years beforc an astronaut can get far cnough from the natter of the stars and

plandts to bo truly welghtless.
Nowton's concept of welght as a forece was accepted by physlclsts until Elnstoln

et s ‘(continucd on p. 15)
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THE S=COND ANNUAIL, ELEVEN-FOOT POLL

The Elevon-Foot Poll. for scicemce-fictlon you wouldn't touch with a ten-
foot poll, has boen delaycd along with thc rest of KNOWABLE #9. Ballots for this
poll were distributed at mcetings of the Fanoclasts, FISTFA, ESFt, Lunarians,
LASFS, and the CCNY Sclence—Fictlon Soclety, They werc zlso oirculated through
the Cult, APA-F, APA-L, and NPAPA, Unlikc otvher scilconce-~fictlon fan polls, the
Eleven~Foot Poll asks fans to votc on the worst items of 1964. Just as JorldCon
.awards arc called "Hupgos" aftcr Hugo CGernsback and Myss ©y awards are called "Ed-
gars" after Fdgar Allen Poe, vhe Eleven-Foot Poll awards are "Juniors".

Twenty-five fans respondcd to the Sccond Eleveon~Foot Pell, the sane nunber
as participated in the first poll. In scne ecabtegorics, no ncriinces rcceived
cnough votes to doninate the polling; in thesc categorics "No Award" 1s the result.
According to Pcll policy, no complalnts about the "Junior" awards will be cnter-
tained from anyonc who rcceived a ballot & did not not voto. "Junior" winners rc-
pcating fronm last year arc narked wlth an astorisk,

WORST NOVEL: No Avarde

WORST SHORT FICTION: Nou Award.

“ORST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION: “Ouicr Linmits" *
VWORST PRO WRITER: N¢ Award.

WORST PRO ARTIST: John Schocnhorr,

“ORST PROZINE: inalop and Gemma * (tio)

WORST FANZINE: Thc Gruat Brecn Buondog-le. published by Bill Donaho

GOLST FAN: Bill Donaho *
TORST FAN ARTIST: Dick Schuliz

WORST NE FAN FACE: Janos wright

SPECIAL A ARDS: The Pacificon Exclusion hct & FAPA Blackball controversy.
"Barton Lerpor’s" new Tazzan storicss Publlshed by gold star Buoks.

KNOuWABLE wishes to thank the peoplc who sent in poll ballots: Carl J.
Brandon Jr., Charles & Marsha Brown, Rich Brown. Jon Davidon, George Fergus, Al-
bert E, Gechbor, Dan Goodman, Chet Gottfried, Harriet Kolchak, John J. Kusalavage,
John Kusske Jr., Richard Mann, Jin Mansflold, Martin F, Massozlin I1I, indrew Por-
tor, Judl Scphton, Eiwin A. Slawinskl, Orcath Thormc, John & Bjo Trinmhle, Ted
“hite, Ron Wilson, and James iright. Councnts from seme of these fans follows

TRIMRLES: "No Awardi Ncgative E-oboo serves wmo uscful purpose, and is onc
of the biggest time/c.fort wasters I can think of o™ ((You could have always oiven
a spceial award to the Elovon-Foot Polll))

- CHARTTS BROWN:"Thc choicc for worst novel was vory difficult in g yecar that
_produccd Farpham®s Fclly, Subspacc Survivors by Smith, Good Night Swect Princc by
Reynolds an.-0any [orce..o.Happily, I can't rccall any short fictien, ood or vada
There worc sonc terriblc fan faces bubt I managod to forget thom and thelr namos
without any difficulty at all."

. Othcrs pollcd tended to agrec with (harles Brown; "Worst Short Fictlon" drow
such pcorments as "Too Many" and "who Rgads IL?" A couplc of fans wrotc in thelir
own narcs for various catcgorics. Another voted for ERBdom for worst fanzlno,

"not because 1t's a bad prodwust, but hecauss 1t wasn't sent whon purchased”a
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THE STORY

The Story 1s a rcund-robin of multiplc autiorship, which
has been rowing by accretion sincc 1954, @ Bach succossive
author undcrtaking to add . c¢hapter has been slvea cemplceto

_frocdmm to do with tho story what he or she will. Tho Story
has becun rumning scrially in KNO.4BLE cince 1lts secound issuc.
KNOAILE #9 contuins tho 18th and 19th chaptors, and #10 will
havo Chapters £0-22. This will bring ‘Mo Story as far as its
authors have thus far carricd it. At this point 1t will bo
thrown opcn to.any now authors who want to try their hands, on

T the same torms, Any KNOVABLE roader who wants to aad a chap-
tor should writc the publisher for informution.

Two guthors ncw to The Story have contributed thesc chap-
ters: Morris Pfoffcr is a former studcat at Syracusc Uailver-
sity and former boyfriend of Judy Orlove Glattsteln, who has
alrcady contributed 2% chapters to The Story. Willlam Jacob-
son is an Iowan whom the publisher knew at Icowa Statc Collcges
then last hoard frem six yoars ago, he was a student at the
Statc University of Iowa after having scrved a hitch in tho
navy, whosc influencc is apparcnt in Chapier XIX.® The pre-
scht whereabouts of both-thesc contributors- 1s unknown, and
infornmation would be apprcclatede

SYNOPSIS

Sir Tinly the Purcst 1s off on a quest to thc 0ld Wold, in thc island of
Torrc Plcux, to slay the she-troll Yo -Thuthuthoth, though 'hc doubts whether his
knilghtly honor pormits hinm to draw hls sword against a woman. Hc 1s accompanied
by hils squire Dumbcert, a slave numoed Loedah whém Sunbert inmpulsively purchascd
to froc hin frai a crucl slavemaster nomed Foulbrutis, and a brokcrn-down old dra—
gon shose firos have gone out from too much bobzing, tut who wants ITumbert to ar-
ransce for him « mateh with Sir Tinly. :

Mcanwhile, tho gfant Groothulboro has cvictod the dragon's «ifo and children
fron thelr cavo, and has kidnapped the dragon's lovely oldest daughter thichtti-
tititmitndthelnbn as sccurlty for payment of the back rcnte In order to inducc a
knight to ‘come and rescuc thca, the dragons had kldnapped what they believed to
be two princessos. Onc 1s In fact Decdah, whon Sir Tinly during a blnge had or-
dercd dnto a flowecred nighigown. The ncur-sighted dragoncss had swoppod down on
hin whilo, unboknownst to her, hor huasband and the knlght were drinking in a
ncarby tavorn.

thilo Groothulbore 1s swimming to Terro Ploux to collcet tho back ront from
the dragon, & mcrchant namecd Akula tells 38ir Tinly and hls party that ho cscaped
from Yog-Thuthuthoth by playing on her wvanlty and pronilsing to sing pralsos of
hor becauty to tho glants, ogres, and herocs of England. Slr Tinly, now hls grin-
ly virtuous sclf agaln aftor rccovering frop his hangover, prcporos 16 takc ship
from Marc—folo to Torrc Plcux., This land is rulcd by Quecn Hoxa, wldcly rcputcd
as a wlteh of greoat powers.

CHAPTER XVIIT

? by Morris Pfoffor

"Not a princess? Harrumph,.."

"But Groothulboro, plcasc let [0 CXooesss ;
Groothulboro didn't let her oXe.. As he loft with Vhichttitititmditndthelnbn

ho uttored words to the cffoct that he'd have her and her sot of an ¢ld man up be-
fore the Unctliical Practlces Board. . '
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Deedabh wasn't saying & word, and thc princcss was so busy scorning hin
that she didn't say anythin. cither. :

"Not a princess, indecd! Things arc bad cnough without you humans rcfu-
sing to play the sa.c falrly. Groothulbore thinks het's soing to make trouble
for us? Well I'11 fix him! I'1ll scnd you off to tho Uncthical Practices Board
nyself, 4nd when I find that drunken bun, I'1l fix his wagon."

"But I..«" A4And thoso werc the last words Dcodah cver sald in that cave.

"Quict wroteh! Off you go to tho 014 wolds Hoxa's minions will tako
carc of you,"

8¢; zip-zlp, off ho wont with a letter of instructions attacheds

The dragonoss was rathor unscttled by tho wholc affair and had lost hor
appetltec so that sho Just made a light lunch of thc near-sightoed princcss,

Docdah was also gettimg-unsettled by the whole affalr, He arrived at the
0ld Wold on the sccond zlp. Two Kobolds grabbed him, took the attached note, and
dragged him by the heels down a long stony corridor. He was flung into a noisoma,
skoloton 11ttcred dungeon. . He spont an cternity thero scomingly. . At first he was
fichting off tho ratsg, but aftor he ot hungry onough thoy wero fichting him off,

Finally the samo two Kobolds came for him., He was dragged by the heols up
that samoc stony corridor, then up sceveral spiral stalrs, through morec stony corri-
dors, Uhcn they finally camc to u rug-covered floor Dcodah was plade Thoso
stonos and steps hadn't been oasy on his skull. Thon into e dank, rusty (truec
nasters of the Black Arts are the minlons of tho 01d Wold) littlc cubicle whore
he was set upright and seated in a.chair. A chalr! Hard, crampod and narrow 1t
was. Tho very marrow of his bones shrickcd for rclief. Ancther eternity passcd
while he walted.- . o Vi g

Tho inncr door of the cubicle oponcd and a mumalf?fed volec bade hin ehtore
There im a chamber papered with budgots, schedules, involces and codes sat tho
owner of that mumnifled volce. He was a fat, pink-checeked, roly-poly littlc nanm
with a terrifying blankness about the cycs who sat thore shuffling plles of papers
and arranging rows of pencils,

Deecdah sunk to hls knces, "Pleasc, punish me, kill mo, do what you will
naster but cnd this exquislite torture, I can't stand it."

Shards of speech tinkled past tho little man's lips. "Your punishrmcnt
shall be increased for this trifling with admninistrative routine. Know yo, I an
Spillink, familfar snirlt and evil genius of the burecaucrats to come. Now, we pro~
parc your dossicr. T Jar nanc?"

"D-d-deccdaha"

"Your condition?"

"Slave."

"Ycur previous profession?"

"M--rurdercre™

"Ah, that shall tell in your favor., Your crstwhile mastory”

"Dumbort, csguire to Sir Tinly." -

"What! Come wlth me to Hexa, now! Well, why do you hang back?"

"Plecase slr, arcn't tlhey coming to drag moc by ny hcoels?"

"No. Conc."

Thus, out of Spillink's cvil den into palatlal corridors hung 1n draperlcs
of black, maroon, forest grecen and shocking plnk broldcrcd with the signs and for-
milac of the tlack arts. Thoy came to bronzc portals before which stood thosc
sanc two Kobolds, Deccdah lowercd himsclf to the ground and 1iftod hls heclse Tho
Kobolds!'! loughtcr boomod. Splllink snmirked drily.

"Nay, that 1s not how you cntor Hoxa's prcscncce You arc kilcked through
thc portals." And ho wase. Of coursc, they 4idntt bothor to opon the portals first.

Hexa sat upon a Barca-~lounger attended by hordes of most wondrously becoutl-
ful serving mailds, princossos garnercd from the flve cornors of the carthe

Spillink and Deedah procoecded down the sllken tapestry covorcd floor and
nadc obeisance before Hexa., Quoth Spillink, "™Most cvil, I bring before you Deedah,
rcnanded to the Unethical Practices Board, once rurderer now slave to Dunbert es—
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QuirS vu wal Linly. a coup of vhe iirst magnitude this. A4As you know, we rmust
foil Sir Tinly in hls prescnt nisslon beccausoase.."

"I liko him, he's cuto," tltitcred Hexa, Spillink started to look dlsgus—
tede "He was o rurdercr? He's hired.”" Spillink started to rain objectlions;
he thought they shculd hold him back from the U. P, B. until the ccmpletion .of
their neforious designs upon 3ir Tinly. Hora pouted, "Not another word, It
nay be good for the budget bus I don’t rXoel right whon nmy wholc horde of cvil
undcrlings consists of two Kobolds, I like him, he's culc, He's hired."

~ "Very well, I shall cntor hin upon the personnol 1olls as a grade GS-4,"
And so Doedah took on tho livery cf “ke Cld vwold as Lord High Hatchet Mun.

But as Spillink left, he whilspored to Beeden, "Ycu shall scrve ny ends
yet, and Zon't forgoet the U. P. B." Thorcupon he swept cub, dlsgusted look and:
all, It's & tough job bein; an ovil ninlon when your boss 1s a fat, dumb,
fortylsh blonde, DNuts.

CHADPTER XTX
T by william Jacobson

The snmall but hoavily armed caravoal had just dlscharged 1ts answering sal-
uto to the harbor forstross. Flrst Mato Hlg.ons. roplacing Captaln Krunm on tho
peop dock, callod out orders to the crow 1ln prepuration for nooring ot onc of
San Goronimo's decsylng lockse Gan Geronino. Tho worst 1liborty port in Christ-
ondonl, ‘mscd the Iirst M tce, Wcll, 1t should look good to the Dragon, a pas—
sen;or, who has suffcrod a sclzure of sce-sickness vhrcughout the voyago. Thoro
he 1s now hanging ovor the rail in c¢emplete niisery, The First Mate noticod that
his face was a shadc greencr than normal. Ids cyes werce bloodshot . hille tho
forked tonaue hun. cut waving &t cach gust of breczea

411 seil had been taken in and the procoss of noering just starting when
Captain Krun appeared on deck. The Cantaln shook his hcad to recleasc the
slcep lodged insidca.

"How gocs 1t, Hisens?' the Captain called uvp.

"Fine, Captaln. Everythin.; is shipshape, Tho gangvay is going over now."

"Good man, Higzens, geood man. Pipe liberty for all hands withlin tho hour.”

The First Matec noddcd acknowledgenent. Ceptain Imun walkod over to tho
Dragolie <

"Shaloriy Dragon, how goes 14?27

"Terriblo, Captain, terriblc,™ noaned the poor crcuaturc. "The shaking and
d1splacanent of my hunours by ithis accursed vehiclo has done little “o ralsc ny
hopes what with ny lovely daughior still in captivity, and no with no ricans to
bring about hor relcase. A4nd my ¢eod fxicnds. Sir Tinly the Purost and Dunbert
off to the 014 Wold lcaving mc quito alenc.” Tho Iragon burpod norc agony
over the silo.

. Poor soul, sympathizcd tho Captaln, "Well, choor up, you overcrown lizard.
Today I and Higgens will show you a sallorfs tour of a port and perhaps 1t will
bring you freedon from your sorrowe.”

"I ccrtainly hopo so, Captain," unswcrcd the Green Once

Thc:sun was well ovor the mountain, at whose base lay the city of San Gero-
nino, by the timo Captaln Krum, First Matc Higgens, and the Dragon dcbarked from
thc 'shipe San Geronirio ~ naned after the patron saint of paratroopers - was a
crcation of narrow winding sircuvs of which all led %o the main squaro in the
conter of the c¢lty. The crew of tho Yaghoo wero losing no tinc in onjoying tholr
liberty by stopping at thoe flrst taveras and brothels they camc to, Howeover tho
forner thrco, procceded furthor into Sun Geron’oi. ., scarching for a hishor class
ostablishnont.

Iftcr a hazardous walk of soveral blocks. Jn i hich tho Dragon had a pall of
slop dumpcd on him from sn upper floor, ancd Higgens and Krun narrowly oscaped
being pulled into o building by a couple of painted Jezebols (bein: saved only
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when these anocrous creatures noticed the third companion), that the threc com-
rades found a tavern to thelr liking. The barroom consisted of a few wooden
tables surrounded by threce or four chairs each. The floor was covered with
‘mouldy straw and sawdust, and Iin one corner was the bar under the care of an
ancient bartender. The barmalds were the only other occupants.

Captain Krum bld hls companions to be seated at a table in one of the cor-
ners and placed an order for a round of rum,

"Fhat kind of a tour ls this sailor's tour you'rc going to teke mc on,
Captaln?" asked the Dragon of Krum.

"Well, matey, she's starting now with a few mugs of rum."

"But I've always startcd any other itour by the same means," replled the
Dragon, a well-known visltor of thc alc¢ohollcs? Nirvana., "Docs thils one have
morc to 1t2"

"Of coursc. Now don®t you swecat a thing, Dragon. latcr on in the day
we'll make a round of the sights. and geonorally ralsc hell 1lko sallors arc
supposcd to,"

"Okcy-doke, Captain. I'1l get this noxt round.™

As the sun rose higher in the sky the day commencod to grow Intckorably
hoty OCur friends - still rcsting in the tavern before starting tho tour - were
porspiring hoavily, Finally Higgens, unablc to becar the heat any looger, took
off his shirt and throw it on thco table, His upper torso and extromitles dis-
played various works of the tattoolng arte.

"Damnationi" he slurrcd., "If it gots any hotter I'1l melt to grcascs”

His hand swung out at the rump of a barmald and rcsounded with a liquid slap.
Shc gilpgled coquottishly and ran behind another table. Captain Krum grunted 1n
pleasurc at thc sccnc,

"Youtve got to be quicker than that, Flggens, 1f you’rc aftor a handful."
Hc laughed at his own vulgarity. :

"Hell, Captain, wc probably could scttlc down the rcst of our liberty wlth
these wenchos 1f we cast cur dic right." He cyod the two :irls behind the bar
who now and then glanced thelr way. "Of coursc weld have to fix Dracon upe.

Maybo theyfve got a fricnd."
The Dragon, in the mcarwhile, had taken all this ia without any display of

cmotione

"That's all right,”" hc forccd down a hiccup. "You two o whecade I'm not
in the mood, and beliove I°11 si herc and get bombasted.”

"Ah hell, Dragon., Higrons anc I don't descrt a shipmote." His hcart
swelled with loyaltys

At that memont a group of Krum's mon staggorcd and pushed tholr way through
tho door. Upon rccognizing thelr supcriors they shouted alcoholle grcctlngs, and
bragged of triumphs accomplished in the brothcels on the watcrfrontse. L couple of
them spied tho barmsids and started chasing them around the rocm, much to the de-
light of the latters

Much to tholr disgust Krum and Higgens saw the pleasurcs of the night £lece-
ing almost convincingly from outstrctched arms. And conduct didn't allow the
supcrior officers to compctc with ordinary dceckhands for fcminino favorse

Krun finally broke thc silonco. "This placo is gettin' too cozy, Hlggconse
Comc on,Dragon.” He rosc unstcadily to his fcet. "Comc on, Iragon, we'ro golng
on a sailorts tour of this port."

Tho Dragon madc a fow small protests, but upen socing the Captain an? First
Mato make for the door, he downed the last of hls rum and follcwed them.

The flash of sunlight staggorcd them. Through squinted cyes they lockod
down the filth—-covercd strcet towards the maln squarce Situated in the mlddle
was a’ statue of thc patram salnt, San Geronimo, compleyc with combat hoots,
stcel helmet, a riflo in the left hand, and his right stono arm raisod in bonc-
2dction. Undorncath was inseribed IN ECC SIGNL, VINCES: With This Sign, Vic-
tory. Bchind this to thc far cnd was the Cathecdral of tho samc name. Tho archi-
tecturo was a curlous mixturc of Romancsguo and Gothic form. Tho transopts sug-
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A crowd sconied to be gathering in tho elcar-

for thc rcoson of theolr positionse
"Gcmo on, lct's scc what

gested an influcnce of the Modernse

ing, but tho threcc fricnds cculdn’t scc
"Tooks liko thc makings of a brawl,” sald Krum.
' - cvor niss a ficht."

i 3;§:tcép§a§n. Why got rmixcd up in a fight whon 1t doosn’f conccrn us?"
ghiostioncd tho Dragon, thinking alcohol had run away with Krumts rcasoning%i .
Higgons gave tho Dragon a surpriscd look and thop rencrabored thls was his rs
eruisc and ho could be oxcuscd for questioning tho mcaning of a fight.

"You makoc a h 1l of a sallor,” rctortod Krum. "A sallor's tour isn't cor-
ploto unloss you havo a good brawl. Of courso, this 1s a 1ittlo carly in tho
ARy for 1% _ . but holl, cono on." Tho Captain motionod with his hand and
startod down tho stroot with tho othor two bohind hir,

"Tho Captain and I haven't been in a gocod fight since wo quit tho pirate
trado and settled dcwn to honest shipping.”

"I ncver know that," sald the Dragon with a slight intcrost.

"You mean not having a fight for such a2 long tine?"

"No, nol Your carcecrs as piratos,”

: "Oh," reflcctod Higgens, and thon feoling the neod for oxplalning contlnucd,
"Krun and I shipped tqgether as deckhands aboard a trading vosscl making for a
port 1n tho Lovant. DPart way thorc, off tho African coast, wc wore attacked and
boarded by Christian piratcs disgulscd as Mcors. They captured up and thosc re-
naining alivo after the battle werc glven the cholce of followlng the Prophect or
a long walk back to dry land. And of coursec thoy weron't really Moslcms, but all
a polite way of tclling us to Joln thelr crew or tukc a long; walk off a short

icr,”
3 The Dragon scercd to be thinking ovor slowly what had just been sald,

when actually he was paying tho slightost of attontion,

- "I don'® know ruch about this rclizious stuff,” ho sald. "But what does
this have to do with your plracy?"

"Darrilt, Dragon! You haven't boen listening to a word I'we been saying."
Ho would have continucd, but for a picce of f£ilth from the strcot which had hit
hin on the back of the hecad, He turnod to lock for the dlspatching ccuse, find-
ines a group of children gathoring bohind the Dragon, fearful, but at thc sanc re-
‘rent armsod gt kis snaly green backsldc and using this for a targot. Higoons
had been hit by a stray nissile.

8 The Dragon appcarcd outwardly to be accopting the abuse passively for now
the age of dragons was dininishing, and the respect of old was no rores However,
thls and his pridc of tho age passing strugiled withine

Hlgsens brought forth his cutlass with a flourishe "Go on, beat it, you
little bastards! 0o on home before I asurve you all up for fish baiti®

The children were not bluffed by the fecbly waving blades But in the spirit
of .a pame thoy turncd squealing; sorio stopping now and then calling the Flrst
Mate and his companion an assortment of nanos. Dogs barked and rats who had %on-
turcd from betwecen the buildings to feast on tho frults of the street socurried
back to shelter. A few adults looked up ncnentarily and thon wont back about

+ ..tholr labors.

By now they were at tho cdge of tho road. Standing on a stcp in front of
the stonc salnt was a friar clothed in sandals and a hair robe. Hec was shouting
out to the crowd for the performance of some sort of duty, but the threc obscrvers
couldn®'t understand what 1t was.

"Scens I've scen hin boefore," Higgens rcnarked, thinking,

"Certainly you havo," the Captain put in., "Roncnber lasi Spring when we put
in at the Grainory Islands, Ho was thoro.”

"0f course," Higgons sald, rcmomboring. "Friar willien of Graheme He's the
one that's striking for sainthood, isn't he?"

"The sance I wonder what this 1s all about,” Krunm answered back.

As they listenod thngood friar callod upon the crowd for repentunce, the holy
cause of fighting Moslems, and the necd of nore followsrs of tho true way to Join
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the ficht. He tcuched on the damnation of heretles and the like. All this went

on for another houm, and our thrce fricmds. with the paticnce of aleohol stayede

. Finally the strain was too rmch for both Higcens and Krum. They lald down
in the street,. using the curb for a pillow, and were soon asleepe Thc audience
too becane rcstloss and slcowly startod molting away until only thc-Dragon and his
slceping companions rcmaincd.

Friar Willian pauscd and then becamce awarce that he had only onc listcnor.
This one looks odd, hc thought. (.tting a better lock ho exclaimed out loud,
"Good Lerd! The poor scul has becn afflicted. Cume over here my good man - -
getiing oven a bPotter look ~ - "er, being. -That rust be it. Being." He
notioncd to the Dragon.

Both Krum and Higgens were deop in sloep, snoring loudly -with thelr-

nouths opene
"You mcan ric, your Holinecss?" Thc Dracon started walking to.ards the

beekoning figurc,

"o, tut, ny goed nan, cr, bcing ~— that rust bc 1t -- you meedn't call no
by that titlec, It is rescrved only for thc Pope. But anyway I notlccd your afe
fliction, ny son, and offer my scrvices as a scrvant of God for whatever nccds to
be donc. For His mercles and powers of forglveness arc infinite even 1f you're a
spawn of the Devil, which by your appearance you rmust boes"

"1l this rellglous stuff I don't undecrstand, but it's intoresting," the
Dragon sald cut of politencss.

"Hun," Friar Willlan sald softly to himsclf, "Thls 1s oing to bo difflcult,
Apparently the Devil has also token his wit." Then he sald aloud, ".hat sin had
you cornitted, ny son, to descrve a fatc such as thls?"

"What fate, your Holincss?"

. This annoyed Frilar Willlam, "Your physlcal appoarance, man. The way ycuw
look. The best bowitchment I've ever seen. And I've secn many a @asc," he
added knowingly.

Thc Dragon locked down at hinsclfe. "Oh, you mean thls. I've always becn
this way, your Hcliness. You scc, Ifil not exactly what you'd call Man. I'nm

known as a :irazon."
The Friar lookcd startled.  "I'1ll beo damncd." He rcallzed what he'd Just

”

L suald ‘und hastily pade a sign of the eross. "I?ve heard of such things, byt.thils

L 4

1s the flrst time Itve scen onc of your kind. You do belong to a specilcs, don't

you?" o
"Oh, therc used to be qultc a number of us, but now only a fow of us are

_left," the Dragon said, hapyy vo find sonconc intercsted in hin,

"ﬂum," Friar Willian reflcctod, "You can®t roally bhave a soul, though
you've the intclligonce and sceningly the reasoning powecr of Man. Pcrhaps you're
the Dovil himsclf." Hc shuildercd and again hastily crosscd hinself, Suddenly the
4dca hit hin; convert the Dgvil, or cven if this being was Just onoc of his angols
it would be as good, Gad, what a thing to do. PBut 1s thls rcally him? Doos this
thing beforc ne axist? An entity., Must be an cntity, nc question abcut that, and
thercfore has being t.o. The Devil or onc of hils angels 1s an entity and has bceinge
This pogr creature, cvil though he may be, 1s assuredly nothing fron hcaven. IHe
rust bec from hell, the Frlar dorcladed. And agaln he crossed hinsclf,

"My son," ho said, rcturning to thc Green Onc, "I'm thorcughly convincod
you'ro not the Devil, but most likcly onc of his damoms. And thorefore your ox-
istence 1s proven. Now 1f you convert to the Falth what an advancenont 1t would
be towards tho relgn of Godts kingdonm on carths" - :

"But, your Holiness, it would boc of no avall, For you sec I oxlst because
of Man, Hc crcated me in ny image, but soon I will be no morc." Hc Jlocked
nournfully at thc ground. '"™ecn have beeore skoptical, and thirst for knowledgo
caused then to seek answers. Finally theyfve even doubtcd me and my kindes In the
near future we'll porlsh from thc riinds of ricn. But that's progress,”" he slghcd
stolcally. . ; .

"Oh," sald Fplar Willilan, confused, "Well, ny son, 1f you're as yocu say you
are -then 1t's of no use, But," he paused shakirg hils héad sadly - "what an augnen~
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tation, if 1t were so, 1t would havo becn for the Christion Faith and Ethic.”
ok ¢ Friar Willion turncd to takec up hils staff which was leaning against the
basc of thc statue. It was growing latc in thc afternoon, and sunsct was upon
thene  The shadcws becane longer, and the streets and bulldings reflectod gol-
den lipht, The Dragon sonscd the Frlar's nelancholy, and folt rosponsiblce.
“But he was quito hclplosse
Finally he sald, "Maybe i1t will be so somec day, your Holincsse"
"Porhaps so, my some" Then moro to hinsclf, "Well, I have work to doe"
““S.on the Friar disappoared down ome of the winding strcotis.
Tho Dragon walkod over to the two sloeping‘figures and nudgcd thale First
. Krun, then Higgens awckce Thoy sat up, blinkcd, and scratchcd thensclveses
Thelr tongucs movced to rolston dry nouths, The three started down a strcot with
no nind or carc as to whoro they worc goinga Lo A ’
"Matcy, how do you like thls sallor's tour?" Krun askeds "Nothing liko a

good tino when ycu hit a port.” _
"Having o groat tino, Captain," tho Dragon answercde His blocdshot cycs

searched for tho nearest tavern.

(Chapters XX and YXT, by Paul Glattsteln, and Chaptor XXII by Judy
Glattstein, will appcar in KNOWABLE #10.)

THE MEANING OF EIGHTLESSNESS
{continuod fron p. 7)

in 1926 produced a norc accurate thoory of gravity, his famous general thoory of
relativity. It was Elnsteln's contention that the physilcal effccects which we at-
tribute to gravity are not the consequences of an attractive Inversc-square
foree, but tho effects of a curvature‘in spaos, caused by the prescnce, of nass.
In Newtonlan physlcs, a mass wlll move 1n a curved orbit becausc anothor nass
attracts 1t. Einstein's explanation 1s that-a mass distorts space in its viei-
nlty, and that othor nassos moving nearby are causcd to nove in curved orbits bo-
causc the spasc through which they travol has becen distorted. (For example, 1if
you roll up thils fanzine, tho limes of print will .no longer be straleht, but

curvede. ) . :
For snall gravitational forces and short distancos, Nowton's viow of ora=

vity as an Inverse-squaro force is still valid, and has bogn cnployed in this
artielc. PBut for rigorous nccuracy, Einstein's thoory of gravitation rust bo
usocds 8pdec travoel in 1ts presont state has not yet rcached the polnt whereo Now—
ton's theory has to bo rcplaced by Einstelnts in order to acomunt for the novions
of a space capsule, or the offcets of welght and accoleration upon an Astronaut.
Likc truc welthtlossness, this rmst walt until nony ycars in the futurc.

THE HIGHER RACISM

Until tho first decados of this century,antirop 1y was concerned mainly with
ricasu¥enents of the physiological characteristlcs of people; and thelr elassiflca-
tion on the basls of these neasurcnents into nurerous "races" and "sub-races®.
Such theorlos gave support to political racisn, and prompted the whltc-supranacy
theorles of Anthony Iudovicl, Madlson Grant, Lothrop Stoddard; and othor consgrva—
tivo politlcal writerse. ;

The flrst protest agalnst thls perverslion of selonce was ralscd by Prof, Frans
Boas of Colurbise Hc, and the school of anthropologlsts which doveloped under hiS
influence, showed that intelllgence and japability are distributod cvenly ar-4d all
races and colors of human beings. These zonelusions wore swimarizod in » <€solu-
tion auopted unanimously by the hncrican Anthrpolosfcal hAssociation in Ccenbor




e

1938:
"Race involves the inheritance of simllar physical variations by large

groups of mankind, but 1ts psychologlcal and cultural connctations, if thoy ox-
1st, have not been aséertaincd by selencoo...Anthropology provides no sclentifioe
basis for discrimination against any people on the grouné of raclal Inferiority,
rellglous affilietion, or linguistlic heritage."

This, onc riight assune, would have scttled the natter once and for all,

But today southern racists, discormioded by court rulings and loglslation agalost
racial discrinination, have revived the pre-Boas theorics of white suprenacy and
arc trying to mokc us bellove that thero cxlst sclentlific foundatlouns for thélr
ruerderous prejudicos. Scurrilous anti-Ne;ro and antl-Jewish publications such as
$hoe National States Rights Party's Thunderbolt are reprinting or distirivuting for
their rcaders the anthropologlcal writings of Dr., Wesley George, a North Carolin-
lan prescntly crnployed by the Alabaria goverannent to provide some scrblance of
sclentific Justification for that statel!s raclal pollcics.  Cther favoritcs of
these racists are Carloton 8. Coon, who in The Origin of Racos claims that Cauca-
slans' o7olved as hunan beings 200,000 beforce Negroos did, and Eranst van den Haag,
who has written in Naticnal Rovicw that "™™ixced cducation now would inpair tho odu-
cation of Negro and whito childrens..l am all In favor of improving the quallty of
cducation for all. But this can bo donc only If puplls are separatcd according to
abllity (whatever dotormines 1t). .4and this moans Tory largely according to racc."
(p. 1061, 1 Dccanbor 1964).

Coon, & popular writor on anthropology and archacology, has wrltton nuncr-
‘ous books for tho goncral publlc on thoso topless Cwners of thoso bocks might woll
ship thon back to him, as Norwcglans rctusncd in carloads tho works of tho popular
novclist Knut Homsun whon he becamc a collaborator with ithc Nazls. Scaacthing
called "The Library of Scloncc", wilth an addross at 59 4th aAvenuc, New York, 1s.of-
fering Tho Origin of Racces as'part of a book club offer. I have rcturncd this of-
fer to the scnders, and suggest this to others who rceclve this flicr.

Pcrhaps the most sophisticattd of the highor raclsts bolong to the "Inter-
national Association for the Advanceonent. of Ethnology and Fugonlces", to which van
den Hagg, Goorge, and other scarsgatlonists belonge Most.of thls orsanization's
ncnbers contribute regularly to Mankind Guartcrly, whlch has beon callod "tho
chiof publication outlect for sclontific raclsts", The writings of ,those noen gradu-
ally fllter down the conscrvatlive transmission bolt untll they arc rcecived as gos-
pel by tho Klansmen and others who arc uscd to onforcc tho whitoe supranacy doe=
trincs proelalncd by these writors.

This attonpt to placc racisn on a sclontific basls is exposcd and discussocd
in dctall by Dre I. he Ncwby, a ncmbor of the Dopartment of History of California
Statc Collego (Fullerton), in thc May 1965 i1ssue of Rcason. ~ This trenchant 1ittle
Journal, which occh month exposes a different aspcet of conscryvatlve idcology, 1s
25¢ a copy or $2.50 a ycar fron P. O. Box 3211, Fullerton, Californiu.

THROUGH HIIBERT SPACE WITH SWEET FANNY AD/MS - JT

It wvas in 2087 whon Fanny Alans was callod upon to scrve as chief of tho Mar-
tion Landing Force, often abbreviated MLF though not to be confuscd with any pre-
vious orcunization with the same initials. Though the flrst explorers had alrcady

_roturned fra the rcd planot, 1t was goncrally agrecd that a diplematic corps should
land well in advance of thc first colonists. Thus it was that the Imperlal Republic
of Terra turncd once agaln to Fanny Adans.

4% onc of her initilal instruction briefings, Fanny was showing a group of fut-
urc diplonats treyvicws of the inhabltants of the mystcrious planct. "As you can
sec," sal.i Fanny, "the Martlon pecople thC a long and curved skcletal structuro, and

they arc very loan in appcarancc as—-—-"
"But Mlss Alans," onc of the brighter studcents intorjcctcd "what about those

heavicr.Murtions toward the rcar of the view?"
"As I wos about to oxplain before I was so rudely interrupted,” roarod Fanny,
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R e TS5, Woowdss O whedrtshapoys.are-reforred-4c.astthe 81,

while tho rotund croaturos whilch you havc peintcd out arc, beecausc of thelr
shapc and disposition, callcd 'the S.Obcso's" (with thanks to Mikc Irwin)

OPERATION AGITATION

A£s a glancc at page 3 will assurc you, "OPERATION AGITATION" is the c¢olophon
un.cor which all Boardnan publications gc out. Tor thc convenicnee of colleetors,
thcse publications arc indexcd in cach dissuc of KNOUABLE. It has been alrost ten
nonths sinec a KNOWABLE appcarcd, and in thc meantiric I've becon very busy in tho
wockly apa's and with Diplonacy publications., Since KNOZARLE #8, the following
OPERATION AGITATION publications hayc appcarcd:

111 GRAUSTARK #40 148 ZSURITANIA #29 191 DAGON #33
112 FREDONIA #15 149 DAGON #17 192 DAGON #34
113 SAGLNA #1/ 150 SA@ANA #10 193 DAGON #35
PILLYCOCK #13/ 151 DAGON #18 194 DAGON #36
DAGON #11. 152 DiGON #19 195 DAGON #37
114 GRAUSTARK #41 153 SAGANA #11 196 GRAUSTLFK #55
115 FREDONIAL #16 154 SLGLNA #12 197 RURITANIA #35
116 DAGON #12 155 RURITANIA #30. 198 THIS OUR CITY #3
117 GRAUSTLEK #42 156 GRALUSTARK #48 199 D.GON #38
118 FHREDONIL #17 157 SAGANA #13. 220 DAGON #39
119 PILLYCOCK #l4 158 GRAUSTARK #49 201 AMATEUR EFFER #53.
1230 SALGANL #2 159 FREDCNIL #23 202 GRAUSTARK #56
121 AMATEUR EFFER #25 160 DAGON #20 203 DAGON f#4C
122 DAGON #13 161 RURTTANIA #31 £04 DAGON j#4l
123 SiGANA #3 162 PILLYCOCK #17 205 DAGON #42
124 PILLYCOCK #15 163 SAGANA #14 206 DAGON #43
125 POINTING VECTOR #24 1234 TFRELCONIL. #24 207 DAGON #44
/I NTHROHEDRCR 155 GRAUSTARK #50 208 TRURITALNIA #36
vols III, #2 166 HURITANCA #32 299 CGRAUSTARK , 57
126 GRAUSTAKK {43 167 DAGON {21 210 DAGON ¥15
127 FREDONI/A #XS 168 SAGANA #15 . 211 DAGON /46
128 SAGANA #4 A39 SAGLNA 16 212 (RAUSTAIK #58
129 RUKITANLL #27 170 DAGON ff22 213 PILLYCOCK #18
130 GRAUSTLEK #44 171 GRAUSTARK #51 214 DAGON #47
131 FREDONI. #19 172 TFREDONIL #25 215 TV.GON #48
132 RURITANIA #28 173 DAGON #23 216 GRAUSTAHK #59
133 GRAUSTARK #4B 174 GRLUSTARK #52 217 DAGON #49
134 FREDONIL #20 275 FREDONIA 26 238 DAGON #50
135 SAGLNA #5 176 HURITANIL #33 219 GRAUSTAFRK #60
136 GRAUSTLRK /46 177 DAGON #24 220 DAGON #51
137 SAGANA #6 178 DAGON {25 221 DAGON #52
138 FREDONTA {:2il 179 GRAUSTARK #53 222 POINTING VECTOR #25
L3® DAGON #L.4 180 DAGON #26 223 THIS OUR CITY #4
140 DAGON #15 181 DAGON {27 224 GRAUSTLRK ##61
141 SAGANA  #7 182 FREDONIA #37 225 DAGON #53
142 PILLYCSOCK #16 183 RURITANTA #34 226 GRAUSTATK #62
143, SAGANm #8 184 DAGON #28 227 DAGON 754
144 DAGON #16 185 FREDONIA 728 228 KNO.WABLE #9
145 SAGAN.4 #9 186 GRAUSTAIK {54
146 RURITANIA {29 187 DAGON 29
147 FREDOONIA #22 188 DAGON #30
189 DAGON #31
190 DAGON #32

POINTTING-VICTOR, thc oldest OPERATION AGITLTIIN publicatlon, 1s a porsonal
nowslettoyr of fact, comment, and opiniona
regular {okar~als, »nd 1s 25¢ a copy or 5 lssues for $1.00.

Likc KNO.ABLE, it is publishod at i1r-

Tho 22nd, 24th, and




18
25th issuos arc still availablc. POINTING VECTOX w11l coaso publication with the
26th 1ssuc, and uncxpircd subscriptions will bc transforcd to KNOLABLE or amother
fanzinc of thc subscriber's cholcc. TFOINTIN' VECTOA #24 was published jointly with
Tan Scidnan, and was Vol. III, #2 of -his publication Anthrohodron, THIS OUR CITY
. 1s a supploncnt to POINTING VECTOR, and goos to New York rcadors.

In the last ycar, ruch of ny publishing activity has beon in the two weckly
amatcur pross assoclations, APA-F and APA-L. DAGON has on saac occasions had fcur
issucs in onc APA-F Mailling, which® accounts for its hlgh publication numbocrs, 6n
two occasions APA~F distributions havo been hcld at our honc, and on thosc datos I
also publishod tho apa's officlal organ, thce AMATEUR EFFER. SAGANA, which has
coascd publication, nmarkod a brlof rmcmbership in APA-L. Four back lssucs of DAGON
will be sont to anyono who sonds a stanped, sglf-addrosscd cnvelopo. {Collectors
should specify which 1ssues thcy alrcady have.) DAGON covers both scicnce-fiction-
al and mundano topics; a recont issuc, #53, 1s sent as a rider with this Issuo of
KNOUABLE.

4 scrics of artielcs on the old pulps, "In Days of 0ld vhen Pulps Werce Bold",
1s currcntly running in DAGON. Thce nagazinos reviowod aro sclocted at randon fron
our collcetlon, Principal cnphasis 1s plagcd on the featurcs and the lettor columns
of thosc pulps, although the fletion 1s also covercdes Sc far, the following issuos
of tho rulps havo been rcviowcd in DAGON:

Cd

#36 2 July '68, Futurc, Nov. 1952 #48, 6 Auge '65, Fanbtastlc, Jul. 1950

#38, 9 July '65, Othcr .orlds, #50, 13 hug. '65, Fantastic Story
Jun.~Jul, 1951 Quarterly, Fall 1950

#42, 16 July '65, 4nagzins, Fob. 1948 #51, 20 fug. '65, Thrilling wondor,

43, 23 July '65, Marvol, iug. 1951 | Auge 1949

#46, 30 July '65, Planct, Nov. 1950 #53, 27.4ug. '65, S-F FPlus, Apr. 1953

GﬁAUSTARK, RURITANIE. and FRELCONI.4 (tho last-namcd of which has coascd pub-
lication) arc bullectins of postal Diplemacy. GUUSTARK 1s the oldest postal Diplo-
nacy fanzinc, and 1s currcntly carrying four postal gemes of this intriguing ganc
of skill, KURITANI:, beginning with tho 27th 1ssuc, was takon over fren its pro-
vious publisher, who could not continuc with it. For further infornmution and a
sanple copy of GRAUSTVRK, sond a stanpei, sclf-addrosscd cnvelopc.

THE SLAUGHTER HOUSE
fictlon by Ben Solon

Dur hatod hils job, and hated i1t with that spccial vchemonco that only frus-
tratlon brings. DIur was a butchcr at the local slaughtor housce Each day; fren
ninc to fivo, ho woulld cxportly cut the throats of the stunncd and trusscd-up ani-
nals that noved past hinm. Occasionally ono of the beasts would rocover conscicus-
ness and try to oscape lts fato. DIur locked back at thosc moments with pleasurcs.
Thoy gave hin the only chancec he had to zrovo himsclf. The sccne rcercatcd itsolf
in hils nind, thc strugi:lin; aninal, 1ts forolegs flailing the air, 1ts scroams of
terror, and ticn he, Tur, would grip 1t undor thc chin, push the head back to ox-
posc the jugular and then lovingly carcss its throat with his razor sharp knifo.
He loved to watch thc cxprossion of horror on the boast!s faco when 1t saw 1ts
1ifc blood oozing out of 1ts throat, cnjoyod the bellews of pain that diod away in
such beautliful gurgling soundse It was muslc to his cars and his only ploasurcs

This particular nmorning Dur was latc for worke It wasn'!t his fault; tho
cugince of his car wouldn't starte "lLatc again," sald the superintcondant. "Onc
norc time and you'll bec axcd to,lcave. Get 1t?" he bellowods "Axod to loavol®
Lur hated thc super morc than adything clsc about his jobe He cspeelally hatod
thosc puns that the supor thought wors so clevor.

« Dur changed to his white butcher!s snock and tock his placo on tho assombly
linc with thc other butcherse This asscmbly linc, or rather disasscnbly linc, was
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a riodel of officiloncye The animals to be slaughtored zauld he stunncd as thoy
cotered the-building and then hun_ up-by their hind legs and sont down the CCne——--
veyore Dur was first in linoc and was respomsible for eutting the aninals?
throats and blocding therie The nan noxt to hin would cvlsccratc thai, the third
pan would hack off tho foro quarters, and so on down tho linc.

Dur, alrcady in a bad nood bcecausc of the super's warning, was in an coven
worse toanper as the day worc on. Thore was little work, as the first of tho
nonth with its rush orders .as paste Hc was hot and borcd., Ho was norc than
<lad whon the supor saild, "All richt, boys, knock off and tako a brcak. You

too, Tur."
L Ho was snmarting from the supcrt!s last crack as he walked into the rofresh-

nent boothe He found an cnpty bodth and sat down. Hls fellow workcers knew hin
well cnough to lot hin alone, and for that small favor, Dur was glad.

Wwhy had ho corie to this planct anyway? He could have staynd on hils hono
world and had a confortable incomc provided for him without oven 1ifting a fin-
gere But the ploneering splrlt was strong wlthin him although he dldn't rcalizo
1t for what i1t was and callod 1t "a bad casc of itchin' fcut". So ho had cono
to this bombed-out hulk of a planct, The original Inhabltants had blcwn thar—
selvos up 1n an atonle war about five thousand ycars agoe

A scouting party of Durts pcople had found this plancte. Tho radlation fronm
tho bonbs was washod away by decontanination crewse The charrcd soil of the
world was nade into rich fertile carth by planet—forming cPcws, Then the colo-
nists, Dur anong thaa, landod on the rcborn world. The soil was good and there
worc natlve aninmals that could bo dcmesticated and raiscd for mecat and nilk.

with thesc and sinllar thoughts in bhls head, Tur finishod his drink and re-
turned to thec asscmbly line. Bhortly aftcrwards ono of the native boasts cane
down the conveyore Just before 1t rocached him, tho errature rceovercd its scn—
scs and bogan to strugglo. Tur grinned in plcasurc. His nassive hand gripped
the beast bencath the chine It struggled, but 1t was a3 powerlcess as an infant
in Dur's nighty grip. Laughing shortly to himself, hc jerked thc beast!s heed .
back and exportly, with intinltc carc, slashed the aninalts throat. Hc continucd
to laugh at the purgling cries that rose and fell and finally died awaye

Ho wiped the bloody knifc on his smock and locked at the dead ereaturc that
the nan next t. hin was disembowcling. He found 1t hard to beliove that any ani-
nel so ugly could be so deliclous, God, how disgusting they wore to look at;
oven though he was uscd to thaa by nowe. These strange aninals had survived tho
nuclear wor that had killed off the planct's intclligent lifce. They wore so
strange, with thelr pale skins, and only two arms, two lecgs, and onc hoade

THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE MATIBOX

(Quito a backloz of lctters hes accurmlatod for this 1ssuc of
KNO.ABLE. Thoy will be printcd in approximate order of datec) tho
datc will bec glven whorc knowne Corments of the cditor are indica-
tcd by double parcnthosesa)

DLVE LOCKE, Pa O. Box 335, Indian Lako, New York 12842: I nover wont into
Physics, and didn't go boyond Algebra, but I doubt that your relativity sorles is
on such a planc that although 1t's over the heads of 1diots likec me it would bo
perfcetly obvlous to anyonc who could follow the linc of science which gave blrth
to the thceory of relativity. IEvers says in your lottorcol that "no one who nccds
1t can possibly understand it", which scons to sun up his fceling that you clther
already know the toplc or eclsc you don't know 1t and probably will ncver be ablo
to. You dildn't reply to this, but I can't belleve that y-m'd bother to write
abcut rclativity unless you fipured that scricbody who had the right type of back-
ground to follow your statements would learn something ncw in the articles and be
able to understand i1t. Tell ne that I'm wrong and you were writing this stuff
Just for the hell of 1t. ((Nopcs))
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CHEATH THORNE, Kouto 4, Savannah, Missouri 64485: I porsonally have found
the diffcrent thoories of the universc to bo onc of the most fascinating soc-
tions of scioncc —— if you wish to call soric of the theories sclecnso, It al-
ways scemsd to moe that the "blg-bang" theory was noro conduelve toroligicus
theory than thc "sitcady-siate" thcory but I suppose that both could be adepted
to nodern religions "1f the theologians wished o, { (A couple of years ago I
was discussing ti7.3 matter with Joseph linlligan, 5. J.. then chalrman of the
Departrient of Physics at Tordnam Uriverslity. I said that 1f experinmental cvi-
dencc ever established that the "steady sitate' theory of the universe were In
controvertibly correcet, then a ficthor To-iztcrpretation of seripture would be
ncecoessury. To judge from the nmos’ recens astrcnonical. ovidonce about the distri-
bution of distant galaxles, Fathor Mulligsan and his collcagucs in the church will

not be put to this cmbazrssing expedient,))

EAT, E. EVEsS, US 51 533 159, 2069 5C Lo Sve, AP0 £3, Hcw York, Now York
09058 (7.3 April 1964): Perdita’s cover is the besh pars of KNOWALBLE ((#7)) as
usuale. Did you cver notvicc that the material nest fans consider the "hest ana-
teur work In fandcenm" is actually bec profescionels? Perdita®s art for cxamplc;
or Ackins' or Stiles' or Prosscrfs. Or the writings of Terry Carr, Cal Demmon,
Buck Coulson ((who???)) chce I can*t think of a single well regarded fan writer

or artlst who 1s actuglly an anatcurs
hs usual, I dldn’t get anything cut of the rclativity article. Oh well,

therets cnough rarioty to take your pick fraa,

oee"Splashi" or. "Vhere did that Comtinent w»n Frem?! points cut onc of my
najor objectlons to science, mamcly that 1% can 1 soon to answer the simplost
qucstion you can ask 1t, likec "therc did the coitinonts come from". You cithor

get, "Becausc 1t's so," or a long involved oxplana’ion tha’s boils down to the
“sane thing, or a bunch of shecr guesswork like ronw article. I realize your
article just tclls about a Talrly for ou™ now theory of contihcnt formation, but
it*s no lecss plausible thun, any of the olthor thcories: Dor®k you selcnsc guys

know anything?

] (If you®ro looking for.Absolusc Trath, I suggost you consult a profossior—
al religlonist. Those gentry claim to possoss siich a thing: though thoy aro for-
ovor contradicting cach other about it. Scicnilsis can only describo and specu~
latec about the unlwerso insofar as *hc currently aaliable cvidenco supports tholr
idoas,.)) ’

"The Story"” socms to have recovered sron its doldrums of lastish and is pro-
cecding pretty well. The various authors.scem to have decided on a general tome
which 1s humorous witheut being complotcly fureical and a littlc more adventurcus
and faster moving style. For once In scimally wondering what is going to happen
noxt. 'I'd voluntoor to writec a fulure shapior nysclf, cxcept that I don?t have a
Ph. D, nor the slightecst desiro to have onc,

((Throc of the story's authovs thus far went on to get thas degrce.))

"High Fly the Nazpul" is a good sddivion to thc fast grewlng colleetion of
Tolkicn filk songse

Speaklng of JART, has soneonc really started an anti~Tolklen socloty? And
lunpigg hin in with Loveeraft at thai, Chaaal

\@ For further infqrmation wrltc to the Friends of Szuron or to the Lcague of
Nodens, ¢/o Mark Owings, 3731 Elkador Rcad, Baltinorc,; Maryland 21218,))

I have a couple of speculations about the Aing series I°d like to throw open
to discusslon, Vhen Gandalf says Lc is only a sseward too; vho is he steward tof
Likcwlsc, who kceps sending the Eaglee at appropriatec monents? ((Tolkien cx
nachina.)) I notlce most of the Tolklon "experts” have said therc 1s no rcligion
in the serics, but who is this "watchor bchind" who scens 4o appear in several pla-
ccs?  Adso, whero do tho Orcs ccrio frem? There is no ricntion, anywherc in the .
bocks, of a female Orcs- This lcaves thrco possibilitics: .

1) The Fomalc of the spceiles stays hidden scricwhere behind tho sconcs.

2) Both soxos look qultc idontical and,soxual diffcrencos just aron't nen—
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ichE’ They just don't roproducc that waye

Doos anyonc have any ldeca which?

WALTER BRESBN, P. O. Box 1032, Berkelcy, Callfornia 94701: On KNOABLE #7:
Lovoly cwcr — Pordita will probably find hersclf bembarded with roquests for
artwork by ncos and oldfans clike, and scrvc hor right.

Donn's thcory of contincntal orlgln railscs a lot of unsolved problens.
Truo, 1t dpes account for thc "mcuntaln roots™ ldca whereby riasscs arc supposcd
to oxtond down into the asthonospherc at lcast as far as they cxtond up into tho
atriosphoro, probably farthor (since croslve processeos have dlsposed of cuble
kilcnilos of oxposcd rountains); but thon so do ncny other thcorlos. But—and
I think this 1s a vory strong objecction-~werc continontal masscs tho result of
planctoldal collisions; we should oxpeet to f£ind nickecl-iron cutcroppinss in
supe of the peolorical layers now known, nickel-iron nasses sinilar to those
found in notcoritos with Widranstatten pattorns. (The arpunent 1s that netecor-
itcs are ninute fragnonts of a planct or planctold, and that nlckcl-iron nassecs
of which they consist were originally in the greatly ccrprossod corcs)

((Tho core would be greatly compresscd and in a liquid stato only if so
great a nass of orlginally cool natter had congealed that 1ts centor would be
liquid, Under these eircumstances, the nickel and iron would scttlo at tho
core, leaving the lightor stony layors on top. DBut 1f the planctolds striking
tho cooling Earth wore so small that such scttling out had not taken placco, then
the nickel and iron would be distributcd throuch the cntire volumc of the body.))

Graves argued to the cxlstoncc of ancicnt lkons partly bocause he has scon
and rccognizod scno of ther—Mycenaean scalstonos, archalc Greek vascpaintings,
Bgyptlan steclac, and even a fow prehistorle cave palntings, ote. The surviving
lkons moke more plausible hils hypothesls of the carller exlstence of thc othors,
In the same way, frau small coples onc can deduce scmething of the «riginal ap—
pearance of the onlossal cult statuos in the Temple of Zcus at Olympia or the
Parthonon; frem pletorlal representations of nyths on 7th & 6th century Attic or
provinclal vasc paintings onc can deduce the carlicr lkons being conles or roin-

- terprcteds The wonder is. that any of thesc things survived at all aftor the
Iconoclastse (One thinks of Asimovts Nifhtfall.) ,

Cowglll nlght also conslder that context 1s very inportant in determining
whothor an anclent pleture, carving, cte., was to be rogarded as morcly dcocae—
tive or as rcligiocus and requiring sone cxplanation. The formei, porhaps, 1f 1t
were found in scrioone's henme; but the latter if found in a captured tenplo,
shrine, or oracle, particularly in an ago whon orzcles had higher reputo than for-
tune-tclling cstablishnments; whore, ono night say, a castc of hiorodules with psl

abllitices makc thelr horice

GEORGE COWGILL, 99 Hancock Strcot, Canbridge, Masscchusctts 22139 (18 May
1964) ¢ KNCHARLE #7 had a really finc cover, and the contents wore also generally
cnjoyable, Even though I don't know walter Breen, I'm distressed at the troutbie
concorning hinj which 1s bad both for him and for fans in gonoral. I fecl. that
the discusslon we have been carrying on has gencraily beon so abbroviatcd en both sides
that 1t's difficult to tcll when we rcaliy dlsagree and whon we are just nilsunder~
standing soncthing, I think we'rc substantlally in agroenent sbout much of the
things we've talked about in rooent numbers of KNOABLE.

I will corment more or less indlsciinminately on what Broen says and what you
interpolate in KNOLBLE #7.

l. On thc whole subject of Neanderthals, seec 6. Loring Srace, "The fatc of
the 'Classic! Neandorthals: a consideration of hominid catastrophisn", in Currcant
Authropolosy, ve 5, noe 1, ppe 3-43 (1964). Much of the rescmblance betwecn ny
thizking and Loring's 1s because I have ¥ecn rcading hils carlicr stuff, as well as
pecple with sinilar idecas, such as Francols Bordes and Clark Howoll.

2e As to survivals in modern Europc of Cro-Magnon people, I think virtually
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in western Europe, as pretty much direct desccndants of C-M and his clese rele-
tivos, nodificd to semc degrec by quito a numbor of movemcnts of pcoples fronm
the Noar East and fronm innor hsias It 1s not ny inprossion that ¢-M 1s in any
{oyortant way outside tho range of varlation of modcrn Furopcansy If ho 1s on
tho wholc rather blgger and norc rugged, this.ils vory possibly rolated to his
differcnt way of lifo.

((In his The Adventure of Lanmuagc, Michaol Girsdansky speculatcs: "The
author 1s of the opinion that Basque is; in fact, Now High Cro-Magnon: a con-
tenporary desccondant of the langnngo spoken by thoso coriplctoly human cavo nen
who producod groat palntings in the scuth of France scmo 20,000 ycars agce
Thoro is no procf whatscover to support such a belicf - but then again, thore 1s
absolutcly no ovidonco to contradict it. Untll such timc as somcone succceds 1in
showlng othecrwise, thc author will kocp this dcmesticated crochet as a well-
loved pot; a foilblo, but - ho trusts — a harmlcss ono."))

The situation with Necanderthals 1s qultc diffcront. I think 1% oxtrcnely
likely that Neandorthals wero no norce than a rathier distinctive raclal varilety
of nodern nan and that there was at lcast somc interbrecding with men in qutorn
Furopc who looked norc like us. I would say that it's dlstinetly possible,
though by no neans certaln, that all the genes to nmake a Classic Necandorthal are
st111l to be found in FEurope, so that, in principle, after a number of generatlons
of planncd brecding, Classic Neanderthals could be reercated, ((Scc L. Spraguc
de Camp's story "Throwback" in the March 1949 Astoundinf. If you have a tasto
for curlcus by-ways of contcnporary political 1lifc, soc also Ten Gilbertts ar-
ticlo "Irish it weren't Truc" in Tho Best frcm APA-L.)) Put I doubt voery ruch if
-cven cnc llving Buropocan has yvery acny distinetlve Neandcrthal genos. I think
that all living pecoplc aro predcninantly nor-Neoanderthal, genotically. It would
bo Intcresting to havo a physical anthropologist lock at pooplo who impress us as
vaguoly Neanderthal.' I strongly suspect that nost poople ealled Ncanderthal-like
. 2rc Just somowhat loutish looking noderns, who don®t at all show tralts dis—
tinctive of real Necanderthals.

hs to the "™ogroid" Grinaldl pcople (who had, I belicve, a cave with quito a
fing vicw of the Mcditerrgncan, on the Italian or Fronch Riviora), I think nodcrn
re—exanination doesn't bear cut any significant rescmblance to Africans. ((Other—
wlse they probably wouldn't have been permitted to move into such a nicc neigh-
borhood.)) The same for the Chaneclade skull ond 1ts supposcd BEskirio affiniticsa
Pcople deeply conccrned about tho raclal purlty of Furopcans cannot hecave any
slvhs of reclicf, however,; for at least since fcman times onc can bo pretty suro
of a tricklo of Africans having becon absorbed into the gonéral Ruropoen porula~
tion. {(The Greenwich Villagers nost indipgnant about the Ncgreo influx into tho
arca arc Slcillans, whoso anccstors lived a short boat trip from Africa.))

3« Logends of ogres and trolls - I can cltc soveral indcpendont cascs whuro
roports of thc finding of bones of giants; 8 or 10 foot tall, havc dwindled as onc
approachod the source until thc astual bonos wero recached, which then proved to bo-
long to individuals just a fow inchos above averuge height. Ono exanplo, reported
by tho rathor short Maya Indlans of Yucatan, I belleve proved to bo actually rathear
below avorago helght for a North Anorican. I have ncver heard oxenples of just
slightly short pcoplo being oxaggoratod into dwarfs, but I wouldn't be surprised 1f
that happons, tooe ((It happened to thc iAfricon Pyagales, fra Homor through ricdi-
cval logendry.)) No doubt ikons cxaggereting the slze of Important fimuros nay
glve rise to glant logmends, but I think such logondb caslly get going oven with-
out this particular stirmlus,

4. Concerning raclst partisans of tho Noble Blond Nordles and whother they
roalize that tholr lands arc the sanc as that oncec inhablted by Neanderthalers;
at lcast saue of th sc pcople Just soncluded that itholr Neanderthalers wore noble
blond Neandcrthalors, in contrast to the lowor raccs of Noandorthalors olsowhorce
Julius fAndrce, In Der Elszcitlicho Mcnsch in Dcutschland und Scine Kulturen (For—
“inand Enke Verlag, Stittgart, 1939) — a book which 1s quite useful for 1ts 1llus—
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trations —~ attompted to show that Germany has beon a cultural center for all per—
iodse That is, whon hand~-axes worc bcing mado, the first and best hand-axcs wore
nade in Germany, ans SO On.

0f coursc, I would gucss that by and largc advocates of Buropcan racial su-
periority have also bcen those nmost rcady to assuno that thero werce non-Ncander-
thals in Buropc for & vory long timc, and that tho Noanderthals dicd ocut cor-
pletely. It 1s intercsting, according to Brace, that the notlon of Neanderthol
extinetion has been mainly duc to thc Fronch and EngMsh, whilc the (pro-Hitler)
Germiaps were nore inclined to sco continulty with Ncanderthalers.

5. On sclective advantages vla symbiosls, 1t 1s not accurate to say that
fow besides Kropotkin and Ashley Montagu sharc this notlon. Thoeodosius Dobzhan-
sky discusscs this on pp. 133-4¢ of Mankind Evolving (Yele Undversity Pross,

1962) and concludes "Ipdividuals of the sarme and of different speecles are inter-
dependent in varlous degrees, and thelr rclatioms range all the way fram cut-
throat conpetition, to tolcranco; to adventitious or obligatory cooporatlon.
Naoturo's stern disciplinc onjoins mutual help at lcust as often as warfare.

The fittost may also be tho gentleste"

FOY TACKETT, 915 Grecn Vallcy fcad NW, Albuquerque, Now Mcxlco 87107 (29
April 1964): Your caments ro blond Nordies and thcir convirons —-— thls has boen
jursucd scncwhat with an aguthor or thrco concluding that blond halr 1s a Near-
dorthal charactoristlc, Intcrcsting spcculation. It 1s falrly oasy to plck out
sooning Noanderthallc faolal characteristics—I1f wo go by the usual rcconstruc-—
tlons-—=but a Ncandorthal body typo 1s soncthing clsc agalne I should think that
if Ncandcrthalle gencs are strong cnough to result in tho old facial charactor—
1stles showlng up in nmedern nen they would also be strong cnough to show in
skoletal constructlon., Maybce. Pcrhapse

ARTHUR GEORGE SMITH, 65 North Foster Streoct, Norwalk, Ohio (6 Junc 1964):
KNOWABLE ##7 recolved and I cnjoyed reading it. The ideas put forvard by Brecn
and Cowglll are not new and the theory that the blue eyed whitc nan is desecn—
ded fron Neendorthal 1s onc of mino, and his boen for thirty ycarse

Tell Mrse. Boardnan that she made a niistakc on the covere Tho two handod
stralght sword was not carrlcd on the bolt but on a baldrick with the hilt pro-
Jocting up over the left shoulder. Somce of these wore five fect long and welghed
30 or morc poundse After all they woro a silde cdged cold chilscl for o tting
hecavy nctal,

((Sir Tinly's .=xord, as shown on thc cover of KNOLABLE #7, 1s not & two-
handed sword; mountcd knichts didn't usc than. He earrics a standard broadsworad,
of thc sort described by Larry Kafka in hils article "Bromdswords™ in Anra #27.
Jerry Pourncllc in fnra #25 notes that a man trained to 1ts usc can swing a clay-
nore wlth onc hand to deadly effect. Dut in A wa #£27 Ian Peters protosts that
the claymore was usually fought two-handed - and welghed fron five to seven
poundss ) )

Your idoa abcut tho origin of thc continents 1s ncw to re, and 1t is no
scrcwlier than most of the accepted theorics,

I am a PHYSICAL anthropologist, that 1s the disciplinc that trcats of man as
an individual aninal. That is why I laugh at thosc who think that if you could
bleach a (N)ogro white, you wculd have a whitc nan, I belicve that a (N¥) ogro 1s
ontitled to legal oquality but not that hc should be a proferred class before the
law with pricritlcs not allowed to white rcng '

John Cempbell wrote an cdltorisl last surmer on the fact that the Neero has
nover devel.ped in his own torritory and as an anthropologlst I can tell you he is
richt. Africa scuth of the Sahara has cvery varlety of troplcal, subtroplecal and
tenporatc clinate. It is not a jun;le; nost of 1t i1s more like Arizona.

((I an not particularly inmprcssod by the kind of culture that Caucasions have
developed in Arizona., But scriously, you and Carapbcll can take this position only
by uttorly ignoring the facts. You will find doscriptions of Negro culturcs in
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Afrieca, owlng litile or nothing to non-African influcnces; 1n Basll Davidson's
Los*¥ Gitics of Afriea, 1n K, Madhu Panlkkar's Tho Scrpent and tho Crescent, and

in thc de Camps® Anc‘i cnt suins and Ar-hacology.
((The reneindor of Mr. Srith's lottor coneerncd itsolf primerily with po-

litical matters, and was printcd in POINTING VECTOR #22.))

ELLIOT K. SHORTER, 512 West 169th Strcot, New York, Now York 10032 ((Wel-
ccric hemet)) T like Perdita?s dragons. who printed tho' cover of KNOJABLE #7?
A4 (Perdita silkscrecncd 1t a’ the place wherc she works,))

o+.oLoonard Balles, kbbert fo We Lcwndes, and mo ~ well, thot's threo Glory
Aoad fans, °((How dild you likec Farnhan'’s Frcchold, Your Charity°)) And that book
has JLst passod thé acid tesw with mo. I rcad bl thc sorial, I rcad the book and ro=-
read parts, ané I have just now re-rcad the whole book with no loss of intcraost
atalle It°s fune

I apgreo with Earl Evers about "Tho Story". = Dragging in Conan 1s a nonse
jar than knowing the ctynology...of tho words Howard used in tho Conan scricse

If this goos on - pray tcll will you ever collcet all tho Filk (I dislike
“ha% word morc and more) Songs you are printing in onc book. ((No, gccing how
clowly ‘SCIENCE MADE TOO EASY is solling.))

BOB BRINEY, 176 East Stadiun Strect, Wost Lafayetto, Indiana (21 April
12€4) @ It-scens tha% ((Robort Lowndes)) should be onc of the last poople to com—
plain of a nagazino's ropulsive appoarance-—socing that Magazine of Horror was no
vhing of bcauty, and the old Columbia nagazines wore often protty sad in appecar-
ansc. . (Of ccurse, shere 1s a differenco; when ho was oddting' for Colwibla ho was
on a shoc~string budget,; and passcd nmiraclecs to got the nagazinos to lock as good
as thoy dld. whercas Galaxy--If-worlds of Tcmorrow are prosunably afflucnt oncugh
50 be able to 1nprove tholr appearcnces 1f so desircd,

'SETH IOHNSON, 339 Stiles Btroct, Vaux Hall, Now Jerscy 07088 (25 April
1964) : KNOAILE ##7eeowas nost oxcollent fanzinc indocd.  Tell Perdita I never saw
4 dragon with so rmch expression and cnotion as on that coter

: een''Tho. Btory" continues. vorrific although I think carlier chapters woro

bottor ﬁhun tho current chapter. This doesn®t nican that I didn't enjoy the curront
chaptor thouch. I wonder what sitdaclon the next author will lcave tho poor
knights and corpany in. . v

I agrec¢ with Lowundos that An;loa ain’t nwarly what 1t used to be and tho
past two lssues weérc positively &ull and insipids ((As soon as tirne travol 1s de-
velopod, John Gumpbell 1941 cught 4o suoc John Carpbell 1965 for defamation of
character.)) I heartily disagree on If, Worlds of Temorrow, and Galaxy for in
the past few months therc has bLeon startling Inprovenent in these zines and I can
only hope Pohl kecops up the trend..

Walter Breen writes an intcresting lettor although I cant't get intorcsted
in ikons and Hebrow traditlon sonchow,

JERRY .TACKS 4203 Labyrinth Road, Baltinorc, Maryland 21215 (11 May 1964) 2

ﬂho story of the dragon and the knlght was extrencly intercsting. I'™m sdrry I
ssod the first parts, btut how did Conan gct into an obvicusly hunorcus story?

(' 'fﬁ - Introduced Deedah into Chaptor XI, she deseribed him as the illogiti-
mabe scn of Conan of Aquilonla and a Pictish wonan.)) I was extronely anuscd by
the art work ({of The Storyfs logo in KNOVABLEs #7 and #8 ) but expected nore from
ihe looks of the Southwestern corner of 1t, i..c., the knight (siz?) "n.unting" a
fair naiden,

((Dragons, as we kaow fran nunicrous logonds, lived od a diet of virgins,
The mn¢chts cxterninatved them by eclininating their food supply.))

~ I scenod to cone in in the middle of a letter convorsation as to prc~horio-
sapicns and other toples, and Id like to get ny 2¢ in.

First of all, I belicve that thinking "eivilizcd" {1f you'll pardon thc cx-
pression) man obviously has had nore clvilizations than now., Most anthropologdsts
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. _statc that man is morc than ome nillicn Years old and that nodern Homo
sapions is about 100,000 ycars. That w.ould moan that modern—-type Hemo
sapicns Just sat on their fat fannles for 90,000 yecars ((sic)), I just

_can't-acccpt that.

Fimuring locicelly, naiking should have devclopod On behalf of i1y
scnc kind of clvilization about 50,000 ycars aco, wlfc Periita, whe has
I belicve that this civilizatlon grew strong, other things with which
flcurished, but in a period of declinc destroyed to ccencern hersolf thic
itsclf, Onc puzzle (and slim fact for a previous week, I would liko to
civilization) most English archacologists say that thank all tho KNOABLE
Stonehcnge 1s at loast 25,000 ycexrs old, and yct rcadors who havo cx=
song faint clirnrerings of civilization arce ngcded pressed their appreci=
for tlic ¢onstruction of a nonurient that sizo. ticn of her cover on

((I wonder what authoritics you'rc using fcr KNOWABLE #7. This
that age cstimate of Stonehenge; 1t scunds like cavcer shows the dragon
soncthing you night rcad in the "fact" articles of and Sir Tinly the Fur<
the Palmer fnazing. The de Canps devotc a chaptor cst merrily drinking
of fneclent Buins wnd Archacologsy to Stonchonge, and togcthery and 1s silk=
in thls wecll-docuncnted and soberly writton bock scregoncd in throc
clto cviicncc that tho oldest part of tho nenunmcnt colors. Coples of
1s about 4,000 ycars old.)) this cover (wlthout

Llso thc Harappe civilization of India posce the logs), sultablo
interosting questions. Tho builders of Mohcnjo— for franing, arec avail-
Daro and Harappa obviously worc woll acquainted able at 25¢ plus 1O¢
with the devicos usod in building their fantastic postagic.

~ ¢itlos; citlas with right anglo boulovard strocts,

“vand running water in covery home ((a corrmunal gutter?)) yet scholars estinatc.
thése ruins nay have had their beginnings in Sunicrian or cven pre-Suricrian tincs
nuking onc .wonder if thesc clties wrc that old, how old was the civilization bo-
fore then, and 1t is Jzst possible that the harappuns thensclveos had boen invad-
crs of India plundoring the previous civilizations, which had becn ab a highor
lovol, ancd that tho Harappans simply could only gct so necuh out of tha,

BEN SOLON, 3915 North Southpcrt, Chicago, Illinoils 60613 (2 Scptembor 1964 ) :
Thanks for KNO..3LE #7. Thc cover was soncthing out of the ordinary - how nany
beer-muzzling dragons do you know?

"delativity 1n Fuct, Flctlon and Fraud" was intcrcsting althouch the math
was 2 1llttlc over my hcad.

My nain criticlisn of "Tho Story” 1s, ycu gucsscd 1t, Conan, Now, I have
hothing against Conan, I road gora and Tho Howard Cclloctor. own a copy of
Skull Faco and try to bo a good 1ittlc EEH fan (I cven pollsh ny broadsword :

‘nightly) but, ss E. B. Evers says, Hyborila and Malory’s England aro i1nconpatiblo,
and Conan has no> norc busincess in "The Story" than the Groy Mouscr. "Tho Story"
gs o spoof on sword and sorcory ls cxecollent, Ict?s have morc of the sanc,
withcout the Hyborlan Cycle, plcasce

({"The Story" will bo a spoof on sword-and-sorsory only so long as tho suc-
ccssive authors kcep it that way. Sinco cach new author has conpleto frocdon
with the story linc, "The Story" cculd bo transformed at any time fron a nildly
nedioval, ness to a trenchant oxposc of corruption in the Astoroid Minerst®! Union

N durin?)tho 27th-century reicn of Groomb Rlemble 0'Sullivan XVII, Tyrantarch of
Marsa

DONALD Ao WOLLHETM, 66-17 Clydc Strect, Acgo Park, Now York 11374 (25
Novenber 1964): KNOTABLE #8 arrivod anad provokod o momont’s cormonts. Tho cdl-
torlal qn Lysonko brings up a curious and controversial mattor, which 1s high-
ly prejudiced hore by the genoral attitude of the Cold War in the USL., Even 1f
Lyscnko had boen proven brilliantly corrcct in practice, I think 1t probable
he'd.have boen damnod in this country. ((At the hoirht of the McCarthy Era; a
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biologlst was disrdssed fron Oregon State for supporting Lysenko's theories. 1)
In fact, though, there scems little doubt that he was, and I supposc 1s, a typl-
cal pushy little sciontist-politician who sourht to override and cutshout legi-
tinate discussion by his shoddy alliancc with the powers that wcrece

However. Lyscnko®s special sct of theories may not have been quite cor-
reci--and ceritinly failed in efforiss to put then to practical use—-thero still
renains sonothing in the mannor in which living organisns have devcloped which
cannot be cxplained by the pats argmacnts of survival of tho fittest...Thcoro 1s
too mch ovldence all arcund vs in cvery 1llving thing of a nost startling and ro-
narkablo adaptation to the cnvirc:ient of llving things, and this camnot be sinply
oxplainod away without taling intc account the nocossity of the organlsm 1tself
to adapt to changlng circumstvanc.s and sonong_xgansmit somethin{ of that at
once to 1ts progony.

- Nor can Lyscnko’s thoories bo simply brushod asido as Lamarck'se. Thoy wero
not snd édiffercd in ccriain ways that madc a blt norc loglcal sense.

Survival of the flttest 1s indecd a very rcal thing - but thoro is moro to
tho matter than just that. If Lyscnko has not succccded in showing how living
things transmit the lcarnings of thoir body to tholr offspring, someonc clsc 1s
going to show how. Hints of this have alrecady bocn noted oven by tkstcrn bio-
loglsts,

((so far; the nce-Lemarckians have comc up wilth remarkably 1littlc oxperl-
nontal cvidenec to support their speculationses It is my opinion that somo of tho
distaste for "survival of the fittost" 1s causcd by dislike of tho "soelal Darwin-
Lan" which some soclal philosopkers nmistakenly infer from it. As Howard Sclsanm
points cut in his oxvrencly informative Handbook of Philosophy ~ cdited and adap-
tod fronm Zidsenthal and Yudin, Short Philosovhic Dictionary - soclal Darwinisn
is "the wnwarranted carrying over of the Darwinlan law of the struzsle for exist-
enco anong plants and animals into the ficld of huran soeial rceclatiowns and the
class struggle”, "that ruling and oxplolting classes must be made up of poople
who aro in some way posscsscd of superior talents, who arc 'victors! in thc struee
gle for existcnoc"., Thcso idcas arc propagatod by ILudoviel, who uses than to
support his avistocratic thcory of son!’ cuy. Sclsan gocs cn to obsorve that "at
the basls of tho cvoluilon of human society lio laws peculiar to it, laws of dovol-
ommont of matorlal production, which arc qualitatively difforent from tho blologi-
cal laws of uvolution charactcristic of the orgzanic world as sucha"))

I find the idea of a New York Con in 1967 nauscating in thc cxtrance. This
city has always beon divided in whe fan world and it always will be ({probably for
the rcasons glven by Jay Tlein in hib Jetter below)) and the opposition to the
futurlan” ((Tha—amauv\\ iypos you 1ist has already indicatold its undying defiance
of your cfforts. Upforiunascly the moro stolld conservative fams arc usually tho
oncs most reiiable when i5 cercs %o plodding organizational work. Your list of
rlanncrs docs not impress re on the grounds of safe rcliability. Definitoly not.

{(Dave Yan Arnam? Ellict Showicr? Perdita?))

I don't liko o "mc too" anybody, cspecially since I did have a good tine
at the Paelflcon, bub 1% night bo of Intcrest to noto that a couple of hours prior
to hls workcut on Grotchon and her frionds. that hulking 1diot Duochloy axoreiscd
on ncs I had revurncd fron dining out, had left my badge in oy roon on my old
shirt, and gonc up to thec place whoro a rocoption was golng on. Knowlng darn woll
thc convontion cormittoc rmen at tho door knew nme, I simply started to walk in and
suddenly iias grabbed arcund the neck from behind in a stranglcheld and alriost
hurloed backwards to thc floor. This galoot Bucchloy, having been glven a firm caa-
mans lilko a wooden-headed Nazi trocper not to let anyone in without a badge (pre-
surlably oven his cwa mothor)g was oxerclsing his orders with grin gusto. If sono-
body, Halcvy I thinlk, hadn®t been arcund to grab this jJerk, I'd have boen either on
“he flcor cr engaged in trying to return the favor in blind fury. I camc, as it
were, within a fow scconds of attcnpting a badly nmismatched effort to mangle thoe
s o b nyself-

{(Grotchen Scironn’s account of her party's cmcountcer with this primitivo
appears in SAGANA #1, a fcw coplos of which arc still available.))
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HARRY VARNER JR.,. 423 Surnit Avenuc, Hagerstown, Maryland 21744+ (1. Decenm~
‘ber 1964): You'll have to got along without my signature on the petitlon to
- kecp down the priccs of the prozincs. It not fond of the quallty of the fle-

tion in today's prozincs and I don't think that tho unilversc would suffcr any
irrcparable loss 1f they werc all wipod oute Dut tho priccs that they're bring-
ins 1s hardly tho rcason for their troubles. The wholo pulp magazine fleld do-
clined and such rcmnants as the scicncc fictlon magazines threaten to vanish bo-
causc the publishers bullhcadedly attcmpted to make cnds mect wlth the cost of
the nagazine providing the great bulk of the revonuce It's too lato now to try
to build circulation to tho polnt wherc thc zdvertising will bring bilg reverucs,
urless a magazine gets a break like the change of ounership for Analois. (\4nd
the ads for trussocs, conle booklets, and tobacco substltutes did add a cortain
period chamm to the back pages of the cld pulps.)) Keeping the cover price un~
changed as the years pess whilo the ceost of paper skyrockets and authors find
thelr own cost of living so high that they nccd a greater word ratc won't holp
at all. I also dispute your assunption that it 1s harder for today's avcrage
fellow to find tho nmoncy that a prozino costs than 1t was a half-gencration or
wholc generatlion agoe I rcad thc prozincs when they cost anything from 16 to
25 cents uplecc and I know how hard 1t was to cone by the nccessary penniose I
also know how many hipgh school students in Hagorstown drove thelr own cars to
classcs or owned moro than two sults or ever had cncusgh noncy to purchasc a pho-
nofraph record, back in thosc same days. If a tcen—ager can demand and got two
dollars to shovel thc short stroteh of sidewalk in frort of my houso or cut tho
grass in the small backyard, he can pay (C conts or more for a prozince.
: I likc thc idca of the Elovon-Foot Polil as applicd to thc profcessionals.
About 1ts dosirabllity with regard to fandom, I'™m not #0 surce It i1s somethin:
likc a plano playcr: 1f you pay your way into his concert, you have cvery richt
to scroam at hinm 1f ho does poorly, but if ycu stand outsidec the docr of his
apartnont and listen to him playing during his lunch hour, you aren't as justi-
ficd in shouting through the door that he is murdering JMozart by adopting Iiszt
technlques, I might settle for a comprcmisc, in that fans would be oligible for
votcs only after they had been active for a givon number of ycars, perhaps throce
years or five yoars. This would sparc thosc who could suffcr a nortal hurt bo-
cause of votes recelved when thoy arc fumbling in tho first agonics of ncofanace
Did you evor sce the first fanzincs of Bob Silverberg, Torry Carr, or Bob Tuckor?
((I'm only 32.))

({Two "Juniors" in the 1963 Eleven—Foot Poll don't socn to havo danoged Judl
Sephton's self-estcen.))

eeel enjoyod the stuff about Randy Garrott's storles, although you nust know
by now that ny knowlodgc of history 1s about as strong as politics...Besidcs; the
natter of royal succession got irrovocably mixod up for mo the first tino I read
Macbeth, I never could understand why Macboth nade no cffort to Adsposc of Mal-
coln's sons, when he killed the king. He couldn't have known 1a advapeo that they
would run away (and to this day I don't understand why thoy ran away), and wlthcut
that foreknowledfo, he couldn't have known that he would beeme Mzleoln's succos—
sor to tho throno.

((That would mako o full article by 1tsclf ~ which I horeby offcer to tho
Tirst fanod to ask for it. In tho XI ccntury, before the introduction of foudal-
ism, tho Scottish thronc did not pass by law fron fathor to som, but by a ccnpli-
cated alternation anong different branchos of the royal fanlly. M:icbeth had o
good clain to bec the sueccssor of Dincan I in both his own risht and in the richt
of his wifc.))

"The Story" continucs to amusc, althoush 1t's hard to get into the right To-
ceptlvlity pattern of rceding until the installment 1s ncarly finished. I'm tor-
ribly tenpted to try ny hand at somcthing of the sort in tho Tolkicn stylc in tho
next Horizons, but it mliht cost me the few frionds that remain in fandom to no:
teking up for Martin and Breen was bad enough, but dopicting Frodo as scarcd of
his own shadow becausc 1t's black nizht be the start of a lon; stay in Coventry
for ric.
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JUDY GLATTSTEIN, 457 Marietta Place, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15228 (8
Dansmior 1964) ¢ Morris Pfeffer ("Help! I am Dr, Morrils Goldpepper" springs
%o mind.) was a contemporary of my sister. I askcd hin to help mc with ny
" Westinghouse ((Science Talemt Search cxonm)) which was in bacteriology, his
field. This he di1d, by mzll since he was living in Syracusc at the tine.s I
scnt hin a two page surmary of "The Story™ and on that basis he wrote hls chap-
eTanelast I heard he had joincd the coast guard to avade the draft,

JOHN B, SPEER, £034 Kiva Rcad, Sanba Fc, New Moxico (18 Decccmber 1964):
I can sizn your potition with a clear conscioncc; beecausc 1 havea't brought a
prozinc new thls year, and probably won®t noxt regerdless of price, I was
tenpted, for ccmpletism®s sake, to say "Cocunt me in", but kcep the potltlon.
. In FAPA, you know, they distribute two coples of anything they want people to

nail backe

osoTho latest Fanny Adamns 1s poor., Do you happon to rcrmember 1n that
naive movie "Mr., Smith Gocs o vashington" (it was on telovislon again last
nonth) the villain was named Taylor, and the wisceracklng newspapornan at ono
polnt sald “"Ycah, pablic oplnior—--Taylor nmadc?? Any time an cuthor can arbi-~
trarlily choosc a name to fit in with a pun ho plons, a half- alert porson will
.-Tcalize when the pun cones along that 1t's artificial. There are,scveral such
arbivrary factors In "oxtra mizm 1n the fencc of Liberty".

krc your Eleven—~Foot Poll uwards ncned Juniors after JuCjr? ((Howt'd you

ever gucss 1%7))

JAY KI,EIN, 219 Sabine Strcet, Syracusc, New York 13204 (3 January 1965):
Glad %o sco you'rc contlnuin ..ith the push for a '67 worldcon. I am afraid,
though, that the usual New York '"antil" roup and cxtremcly divisive factions
will scuttle any WYC try. It s possible the rcason why so fratricidal a tecn-
deney im NYC has occurrcd is duc to NYC's being the repository of so nmany fans

- ¢ll at oncce In smaller conccantrations therc arvn?t cnoush fans =11 in onc
placc to form a critical nassé

o~ -Ourlown convention bid group 1s for open bidding and open attondancc,

- 80, anyonc with $3.00 to sign up is weleore at all official funetions, should
therc be any ut Syracusc coric ‘66 or '67, We would most probsbly bar only soric—
cne who was currontly cscapcd from clvil confircmont and was bolng scarchod for
by thc civil authoritlcs, (Or military, for that mattcr.) Atbonpts at oxeclu-
sion havc always becn unfortunatc, for covoryonc concornod,

Onecc agaln -~ tho pricus of prozines -- If theoy havo to charge morc to at-
tcnpt to stay in businoss. I have nothing against 1t. I¥d rather pay noro and
scc a good magazinc coro out, rather than having it strugslc on and perhaps
fold, I doubt 1f publishers arc morcly trying to get a blg windfall becausc thoy
think the markct will boar it.

Re the "23-ft Poll" - I don®t bolicvo polls of this sort achicvo any uso-
ful 7 Tposc. And 1% can be upsctting to sorniconc with a sonsitivo constitution
o wind up nancd as the worst somcthing or other. Still, with a good scnsc of
hvnmor a porson might rather have sone publicity, which othcrwise ho might not
achleve, considering his work is so bad.

( (Runnor-vp for "iorst Fanzino" was tho publicatlon of a vory young fan,
He shows conslderable prenise for the future, but at prescnt both content and
Guplication arc terrible. However, he¥s also been panned pretty harshly in
review colurms, and luoks capeblo of surviving this trcatment. I can't sce why
the Elevon-Foot Poll 1s conderired while fanzine reviewing gocs onj the poll 1s
Just o sort of condensed rovicew.))

JAMES VSRIGHT, 16C5 Thayor, Richloand, Washington 99352 (2 Deccnmber 1964}:
Yes, NYCon IIT in '67 by all nmeams. As soon as I heard that New York was naking
a bld in '67, I started plugein: 1t. I first hcard about 1t in Andy Porterts
Pgaler{;#Q I think. Buv I think 1t 1s significant to note that Ted Pauls caro
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Wt LCF WY a while beck. ((Ted lives in Baltinore, which 1s also nmaking a bid
for tho.1967 WorldCom.)) It's good to sec you and Perdita on the cormittec.
Gives:ime a foccling that It's Got To Be GOOD for some recason. At loast 1t makos
paying the moncy casilor. (I somchow ot the chills whonever I thought that Don—
aho was the porson I had to trust oy nmonoy to. No doubt he wouldn®*t have swindled
rno or anyonc, but aftcr What Ho Hath Wrought, a lot of pecople arcn't going to bo
able to trust him,) Fron thc way you sound off about all the stf pcoples und
things In an around NY onc tends to got the lmpression NYOon IIT will bo a
"sclence—filctiony" con.  Not necessarily a bad thing. It will undoubtedly bo
cxcellent, {Frrme NY center of sf, LA center of fandcrhe)eees

Ed Meskys sald somethlng about the ineldent wlth Groetehon Schwenn, but ho
didn't clve ail the dectalls...l attributed 1t as Groetchent!s fault, but now 1t
seens not soa

The Fanoclast party ((at cur hcno, Labor Day weekond 1964)) sounds intor-.
ocsting, ospeclally thc mountain of rancukcs produccd by Pordita,..I’n glad T
didn't sco 1t though.e..l hate pancakes., ‘Vhonever I smcll thcm, taste then, or
oven get near them I fecl very vory nauscous., And whenever I stay at scrconc
else'!s house, thoy Always serve pancakes and I havo to eat them to bo politc and
I'm lucky i1f I can down onc withcut getting .oxtrcrnely siskeee

"The Story": ijcll, I likc 1t. Natc Ducklln doesn't, but he 1s onc of those
types who scorns at anything connccted with fantasy, Don't let 1t takc up too
rmuch of the issuc, pleasec. It 1s enjoyable, but not in large doscs.

I shall votc more sensibly in thce Elover~Foot Poll next tire, lorst fan
artist I would slve to Clyde Kuhn or nysclf, probably the lattor. ((You almost
nado it.)) I'voe had stuff printed, which qualificd mc as fan artlst, and I don't
think I'm what could be called very ood...It 1s intcresting that Glory zoad cot
Worst Novel. 4And I wanted 1t for HifOees

Garrcit's articlc was good. Howover, I think that your interpretins; (and
fcotnoting) of Garrett's romarks is a little dangercuse Thoy should not have
been presonted as footnotcs, but edltorlel inmscrts, asiies, or what-have-you.
hAs footnotes thoy tend to carry the lnterprctation that whatever is sald in
then 1s agreed with by the author. I think.,

NATE BUCKLIN, P. (o 3ox 4, Docktoen, Washington 986183 (7 Sccomber 1964):
You write thosc "Fanny Adanms" things yoursclf? ((Yes, cxcept for the one in this
issuc, which is by Mikc Irwin.)) Thoy're foul, all right. ‘rite 341 Lanont, 5c,
625 Mcndoth Court, Madlson, 'Wsconsin 537(3 for ncnborship in the Ferdinand Feg-
hoct Fan Federatlon. There are no dues as yet, but we do have the sponsorship of
honorary member and big brother He Bretnor, who furnished FL with four Feghoot
Books and Feghoot Sweatshirts free of charge for distribution to whomeveress

I wonder how many other of the fen eurrently around started reading rela—
tively recently (for me, late 1956) with old pulps? ((Ifa currently having a
great deal of fun reviewing some of them in DAGON - see D« 18.)) I got somec read-
ing out of an old 1929 Amazing, but got my honds on meny recent ones as well; for .
a while, the oldies .~ contalning such as Harry Sterhon Keeclerts "John Jones?! Dol-
lar" - intcrcsted mc, but by my cighth birthday I was rcading Analog, rccent, und
proferring it to most of the rest of what I reade I stlll rcad old pulpe, though
not that old; only a fow miles away lives a woman with 500 old zines, TVWS, Start-
iing, Amazing, Fantastlc Advontures, Famous Fantastic Mysterics, and Galax »

though most aro Astounding. ((Some of you older fans may remember this now-
defunct prozine.55 ASF tops the pile, with 1ts pcok year being 1948 (1953 1s a
closc seccond, 1957-8 a much closcr third.) ((I'm personally partial to 1941 as
Astounding's best ycar. 'Bo 1s Alva Rogers, author of the cxccllont Roguicm for
astounding.)) The untrimmed odges of the pulps bug mc so badly I can't pay at-
tention to the storles as mmch as I'd lixe; howcver, when I can, only IWS and SS
cven approach ASF; and I have found nothing rcreadable frcm the Olden Tincs
(1926-1938) outsidc of ASF and sbout ton of the stories later reprintod by Groff
Conklin in various anthologicb. (Tho Legion of Space by Williamson, upcn which
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I was not—-quitc-tcothod — Fantasy Press odition, 1947, but originally from 19347
ASF - 1s a difforont matter. It's standard crudspoccopera In charactor, pacc,
and stylo; there is eithor somcthing speclally i&ggg_rith hls passlng across, io
this onc casc only, or olsc I can slip back to my 7-ycir-old rcading mood qulte
sasily for books I actuully rcad at the time.) My tastoes disagroc with Lowndos?,
--then; but I'm not inventing an "ovorall impression” for the sakc of argument - I
honestly do rercrercroread stuff from ASF aad lute 19507s and 60's for plcasurcs
and have traded or sold or glven away nost of oy pulpzines for lack of intcrest

in then.

Galaxy 1s ncat in its way, I suppose, savc for a uuually lcusy. and un-
catehy covers Worlds of Tomerrow 1s much, much ncater in its complotely diffor-
cnt way, although thcro arc things wrong with 1t that aron'™ wrong with Galixy -
trivial stuff, all., Funny, cverything about Anazing nakes mo want to buy tho noxt
issuc, though (a) as soon as thc ncxt issuc beconos the current issuc I losc in~
tcrost, or (b) the zinc torecs me. I subseribed to dnazing onco; aftcr twclve 1s-
sues I stopped, finding only two @ood storics (subclass botween roadablc and vory
good) though the masterpiceo I nover oxpocting from ceithor Anazing or onc of ny
correspondents croppecd up in the sccond Plers Anthony story over sold, "Quinque—
pedalian", In thc Novenbor 1963 issuc.  On first rcading it didn't irpross me too
rmuch; after five, I'm sorry I didnft nominato 1t for the Hugo instcad of "To Plant
a Sced" by Mcal Barrctt Jr. in the Deecmbor issuo, which grows less appoaling in-
stcad of noroe. _

I nost definitely rcalize that the arcas inhablted by blonds aro tho sanme
as those fornerly inhabited by Neamdcerthals, allowing for - ctes I'm blond -
Ncanderthal? - and ticklish - supposedly a pro-survival characteristic in cavenan
tinos; I can't rcmembor my rcference but hopo scmebody will sct ne strailght - but
have otherwlsce tralts that probably would have killed any Ncandorthai person be-
fore he rcached twos Do I consldor nyself superior? I nost certalnly do. (Yes
- but to whom? A good question. To thoso I conslder worthless and that "socicty
considers worthloss" becausc of lack of ircentive to support themselves, desire to
help anyone/thing but thenselvtse..To othars, generally to those unable to enpa-
thize or else unwilling to try, with anyone cexcept thosc nlmost like thelfleee

In short...i'm a disgracc to tho futurc of the Neanderthals, an forced to
coripcte wilth others who would have been c¢ren worse disgragos - and conscquently,
coric out ahcad., I'™m no whitc suprecmacist; I'o a:Nato Bucklin suprcnmacist, and
when I seo a good two percent of tho people I've known I dccide my philosophy thcre
1s open to question and go UAFé/A//FIA¥/ddd/meditate on sollpsist.

»e+«The only notc I plannod to send to Donaho was a bricf postcard rcading,
UBclated thanks for a marvelcus wcckend at the worldcon. Rotween you and visiting
ny good friends, Wolter and Mariom Brecn, I found the BAre: a wonderful placo.@ or
scnething. I sent 1t not,

e«.I won't bc at the NY¥Con III, I suspcct.  If 1t's in Baltimorc, I may go;
ny parents just night pay part of ny way, and wclve got fricnds thceree..

My nmothec?, whd may or may not have better facilitics for knowing than I
have,  claimed that the allowancc of the average riember of the 13-19 brackcteeehas
triplecd since 1944, In 1944 the average prozinc-cost about 20¢, so sf magazincs
arcn't doing as bad as you imaginc. Kecep buying Analog; 1t still has morc natorial
than Galaxy no natter what the latter clalns, and practic&lly all the prozines
print lecss bad naterial than Galaxy por issue (though Galaxy prints, genorally,

cnouch (good stuff to nmakc up for 1t).

((Ana105 1sn't a sclence~fiction magazine; it's a bullctin of consorvative
pollitical thought. Didn't you sec last Noverber®s and December's issues?))

"The Story": My interest in this is virtually nil. They're fun when you are
Intcrested in the topic, the treatment, the challenge (of taking off from a cliff-
hanger cnding?), or &hen it locks likc a genuincly good story and you havo all in-
stallnents, Unfortunately, I'd rather sec a good story, conmpletc. in 1tsclf, or
else an actual scrial, printecd ot a tine whon thc editor had all parts of it and
knew that it wos competent as a story in itsclf ~ instoad of nceding to depond on
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" the inagiration of another person to finish 1t off. I think that thc low ro-

sponsc you and Bernle Kling have becen getting for your unfinlshed stories nmay
be partly due to sinilar feelings on the part of nany othor fen; Fuck Coulson
cven went as far as to say, oncc 2It says this 1s an! omdloss serial. I figure,
1f it's not zoing to have an end, why recad 1t?2 I don't neccd to like Buck Ccul-
son and don't particularly, but quitc a bit of the time I'm afrald I have to
agrcc with hin.

Question: If "The Story" cver breaks off, will you fill the gap with sorc
rnoro fan-produccd fiction? ((Why walt for the cnd of "The Stoary"? Scc pe 18.))
Youtve sold pro, says your corment (reominiscing, cbvlously not bragging) to Rob-
ert Lowndcs in lastish; cven if you got to salable quallty without learning to

~criticize (and you rmst know something about fictlon cditing to run "Tho Story")

you can f£11l up the gap with sonc of your own work. ((I'll be represcnted in
thoe next two 1ssucs of John Giunta's scrmiprozinc Scicnce-Fiction Storlose))
But naybc, any fletion scnt you would ruir thc zine for ric as :mch as "Tho
Story"” docs. In which casc, pful. 4s I said, gquestion - nob rcquosts

((Yes, fan fiction will bc comsidercd for publication in KNOWABLE, whothor
for "The Story" or not.))

Fenny isdams: auch more sickening this tine than laste Keep up the good
work; I olght scnd you scmething of that naturc...

Worst New Fan Facc: VWerc therc any votcs for no? Jance tright having ve—
tcd, I cxpcetcd some comslderaticn. ((Nopc. Instecad, Wright himsclf won the
"Junior".))

eesihat 1s APA-F? Is 1t rclatively ncw, or what? It is not fumiliar to
nce (Ncither, I gucss, would Apa45 be tamiliar to youe) ((APA~F is a weckly
apa whosc distributions takec placc cvery Friday night at Fanoclast or FISTFA
(Faaanish & Insurgent ScicnTiFictional Association) mcetdngs in New York Citye
Apudd 1s an apa linltod to fans born in or sincc 1945.))

+.ol can say nothing to Randall Gerrctte He knows wheroof he speakes T
knoy cncugh English historye..eto find it thoroughly belictrablo,

The Amcrican Civil War had 1ts history written primarily by the winners,
stille Back yoursclf up wlth, at lcast, somo ruch-morc—-specific opinionse I
can't; I acquired this precjudicoe? back on ny mainy's knce or sorcthing, and will
cling to 1t until proved wrong, after which I will clain that you'rc just pick-
Ing ocn e and guflatc.

((The Civil Wer has zot into popular history as a regrettable conflict be-
tween cqually rizht or cqually wrong sides, and scne historians have cven pro-
tended to find justification for the socutherners! rcbellion by putting the wholo
blanc on the anti-slavery novenent. Even such nancs as "Civil Vax" or "War Bo-
tucon the Statos" inply equel valldity %o the clajms of both sides; I prcefor tho
nane slven to the conflict by contemporarics: the wor of the Rebellion, The for-
clblc termiination of the Reconstruction by tho Ku Klux Klan and 1ts collaberators
in thc North has becen glven a pro-rebel connotation by historians from tho 1870's
to such contcnporarlos as Avery Crawvcne Gencrally, school history bocks have ac-
cepted the KKK pesition that Reconstruction was a dlctatorship by ignorant Negro
frocdrnan and rascally Yankcese Only recently has John Hope Franklin oxplcded
this nyth and glven tho truc story, well buttrosscd by statistics; in his boock

Reconstruction.))

"Acquitaino” This spolling 1s now t0 mos..{I have always sccn it sguitainc.)
( (Both versions arc on record. Spclling has not always been the standardized
thing 1t is now.)) Also, the history I'vwe rcad sides with Prince Arthur, not
with John. Sopmec of it lJocs, at lcast. ((Shakcspcarc is largely rcsponsible for
this, as for pinning the rurdors of Henry VI and Edward V on Richard III.))

Strangos. I onjoycd KNOVWABLE #8 far, far morc than I onjoycd #7. Yot I find
loss to cormont one. By Coulson's scalc, #7 is ratcd 335 #8, a full %, or twicc
as rmche. The Garrett articlo knocked #8 'way up; tho prinme itcne that kopt KNOw-

.. ABLE #7 any good at all woro "Fanny Adans", thc cover, and the lottorcol. (Most

othcr itcms werc intorcsting in thansclvos, but ruinous to thc zinoc.)
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((I didn't know that Coulson still rcvicwod KNOUABLE. Tho last I hoard,
hc brokc off ®zinec cxchange with me in a huff. I had nado a rcfcrenec to Dante's
Infcerno in PILLYCOCK #9, and Coulson, whoso oducation in the classles 1s apparont-
Ty dof19108t, though I was tclling hin to go to hell.

((As I'7c sald beforo, the typical Coulson roview tells a lot niorc about
Coulson than 1t docs about thc rovlewed zino or its cditor.))

BOB BRINEY, 175 Eas% Stadiva Avonuc, .0st Lafaycttc, Indlana 47906 (4 Do-
ccmber 1964) : An not signing your potition re sf mag pricéss I do objecct to pay-
ing 50¢ or morc for thc usual sf mag. but only becausc thc contcnts arc usually
s0 erappy. And a nag with poor storics and artwork is not substaniially choaper
to producc than a mag with good contcnts. IV is rcasonable to cxpoet a sf nmag to
cost at lecast as rmch, 1f not morc, as/than a sf paperback. The mags have rmch
snaller sales and poorer distritution than the pb's, and usually cost morc to pro-
ducc., Sincec most sf paperbacks arc up to &0¢ or morc, how can wo cxpect the nags
to be chcaper?

My solutlon is to subscribo to the mags - that way I get Amazing and Fan-
tastic at half cover-pricy and the Galaxy group at considorable savinasu ((And
with half the cover torn off by tho U. So Post Offal,)) Howavcr, I an consilder-
ing letting ny Analog subscriptlon lapsc. "Thce magazine that inspires scilcentists
to achicveo the inmpossiblec..™ It is to rotche

((I Aldn®t know that Anslo7 subscriptions went out by mail. I thouch that
Canpbell personally toicported thon,))

BEN SOLON, 3915 North Scuthpo: i, Chicago, Illinois, 60613 (5 Dccember 1964):
I*11 agrec with you that scionce-fictlon fandenm 1s a seicnee fandom. But of lato,
scicnce has disappeared (physical scioncs, that 1s) fron s—f storlcs and beon re-
placod with sceiologlcal phonomena, ((Sociology 1s a scloncec, too,)) For nysolf,
these yarns are all right (ncver did liko s-f yarns that got too tcchnical) but,
I would likc to sce physleal sclencc rcturnod to s-f storics. I was rathor sorry
to hoar that your physical sclence apa failed ((KNOVABLE #8, p. 13)) although I'vo
had 1little scionce training (high school physica and cheridstry and an now in ny
first senmcster of college physics) Ifve always enjoyed fooling around with clece-
tronies ahd such., If you cver decide to rovive it; you can count mo in, for con-

tribs ot least,
*

You arc reczsl7ing KNOUARLE #8 because:

- you subscribed at 5 issucs for %1.00; your subscription expiros with #
- this 1is a sample copy
- would you likc to subscribe {( ) and contribute
- you voted in thc 2nd Elcven-Foot Poll
we trade
- do wo still tradc for your
— would you like to trade for your
you'rc in tho Cult
~ you'rc in APA-F
- 2 nentlon of you or contribution fram you appears in this 1ssuc
— your naric has been <n ny nailing £770 for so long that I've forgotten why
1t's thoro. ‘ould you pleasc rcnind ric?
( ) - I =n cleaning deadwood out of my nailing file. Unless I hear fron you to the
contrary, thls 1s tho last Issuc youtll gect, -
( ) - you asked for it,
a friond of yours, namely , thought you night bo Interested,
( ) - I owe*you a lottor, which I'1L rritc as soon as I cane
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